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Bicioc 1/6, Grigoriopol region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°92’ N, 29°48’ O, (secondary) was found
9 m east (100°) of the mound’s center at a depth of 2.95
m. The burial measured 2.6 x 1.75 m, with a depth
of 0.73 m, with slight widening towards the bottom
(Fig. 6). The buried individual was lying on their back
in a crouched position, with arms extended along the
body, and the head oriented to the north (5°). The legs
were lying into a rhomb position. The skeleton was
stained with red ochre, with the arm bones particular-
ly intensely colored. Beneath the skeleton, a wooden
structure made of 6 longitudinal and 7 cross boards
was identified. Two other boards lying on top were po-
sitioned crosswise. Dark brown remains from bedding
with traces of ochre and chalk was observed above
them. A bark cushion, up to 5-6 cm thick, was found
under the skull. In the corners of the chamber, there
were holes from stakes. A bronze (?) trapezoidal adze

(5.7 cm in length) was found near the left humerus,
and a knife-like gray flint blade with retouch (7.5 cm
in length) was found near the right foot (Agul'nikov
1985; Arovoj 1985).

Bicioc 1/7, Grigoriopol region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°92’ N, 29°48’ O, (secondary) was located
10 m northwest (320°) from the center of the barrow,
at a depth of 2.92 m. The ledge measured 3.6 x 2.5 m,
and the grave was 1.7 x 1.1 m in size, with a depth of
0.8 m (Fig. 7). The grave was covered with seven oak
planks laid crosswise. On the northern ledge, above the
logs, there was an accumulation of small stones. The
deceased was lying in a crouched position on his back
with arms extended along the body, head facing west
(260°). The leg bones were turned with the knees to the
right. Beneath the skeleton, traces of a wooden struc-
ture made of four longitudinal boards and three trans-
verse boards laid on top were observed. The entire

Fig. 6. Plan of the Bicioc 1/6 grave (Agulnikov 1985; Yarovoy 1985).
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Fig. 7. Plan of the Bicioc 1/7 grave (Agulnikov 1985; Yarovoy 1985).

floor was covered with dark brown decay with ochre
inclusions. In the corners of the chamber, there were
holes from stakes (Agul'nikov 1985; Arovoj 1985).

Bicioc 1/15, Grigoriopol region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°92’ N, 29°48’ O, (secondary) was locat-
ed 12 m southeast (140°) from the center, at a depth
of 2.5 m. The burial measured 2.1 x 1.65 m, with
a depth of 0.6 m (Fig. 8). The deceased was lying in
a crouched position on his back, with arms along the
torso, head facing northeast (45°), and legs arranged
in a diamond shape. The skeleton was faintly stained
with ochre, with the skull more intensely colored. Be-
neath the skeleton, there was a structure made of six
longitudinal boards and four transverse ones laid on
top. Above the structure was a layer of dark brown de-
cay from bedding with inclusions of ochre and chalk.
A stone grinding tool measuring 10 x 6 cm was found
near the left humerus (Agul nikov 1985; Arovoj 1985).

Etulia 1/14, Vulcanesti region, Republica of
Moldova, 45°54° N, 28°43’ O, (secondary), possibly
the main burial for the second mound. It was located
1.3 m south of the kurgan center. The grave was made
with a ledge; the ledge measured 5.8 x 3.7 m, with
a depth of 3.85 m (Fig. 9). The pit measured 3.05 x
1.8 m and was 1.75 m deep. On the ledge the remains
of a covering made of 7 oak logs laid longitudinally
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were lying, and beneath them were the imprints of
two mats. The deceased was lying on a wooden plat-
form covered with plant bedding. The skeleton was
lying face down, head facing east (90°). The bones
were intensely stained with ochre. Clumps of ochre
were found near the left shoulder. To the left and
right of the skeleton were isolated animal bones. At
the bottom of the pit, symmetrically leaning against
the southern and northern walls, were four wagon
wheels. In three cases, only their imprints remained;
one was partially preserved. It was made from a solid
wooden disc with a single-sided hub. Its diameter
was 0.8 m, thickness 14 cm, hub diameter 12 cm, and
axle hole diameter 3-4 cm. To the right of the pelvis
a crushed pot (height 19.9 cm, maximum diameter 18
cm) was lying (Serova 1981).

Giurgiulesti 2/9, Cahul region, Republica of
Moldova, 45°48’ N, 28°19’ O, (secondary), the main
burial for the second level of barrow. It was located in
the center, at a depth of 1.6 m, in a pit with a ledge.
The ledge measured 5 x 2.8 m, the burial was 1.8 x 1.3
m, and the depth was 0.92 m (Fig. 10). On the ledge,
leaning against the western wall, was a wooden wheel
(diameter 0.6 m) made from a solid cross-section of
a log. The wheel had a central hole (diameter 13 cm)
and a hub (diameter 18 cm, height 6 cm).
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Fig. 8. Plan of the Bicioc 1/15 grave (Agul'nikov 1985; Arovoj 1985).
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Fig. 9. Plan of the Etulia 1/14 grave (Serova 1981).

At the level of the ledge, the chamber was covered
with a mat with longitudinal and two perpendicular
black stripes along the edge. The mat was covered by
a layer of brushwood laid across the chamber, and
on top of that were two rows of logs: the lower row
was laid along the pit, and the upper row across the
pit. The deceased (an adult) was lying in a crouched
position on the back, with arms extended along the
body and bent at the elbows, knees bent to the right.
The skeleton was oriented to the west (270°), stained

with red ochre, and sprinkled with chalk. It was ly-
ing on a wooden structure made of five thin wooden
slats crossed diagonally (length 1.2-1.1 m, width 4 cm,
and thickness 1 ¢m). Under the lattice at the bottom
of the burial were remnants of light brown plant bed-
ding and a sprinkling of chalk. At the bottom, along
the edges of the chamber, there were four holes from
stakes. Two silver spiral pendants with 1.5 turns were
found at the left temple of the deceased, and a third
similar pendant was found at the right temple. A flint
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Fig. 10. Plan of the Giurgiulesti 2/9 grave (Haheu and Popovici 2010).

flake was found near the left wrist (Haheu and Popo-
vici 2010).

Holms ke 2/10 / Xomnmcbke, Arciz region,
Ukraine, 45°76’ N, 29°22’ O, (secondary) was lo-
cated 10 m northeast of the mound’s center (10°), at
a depth of 2.36 m, in a grave with a ledge. The ledge
measured 4.4 x 3.1 m, and the burial chamber mea-
sured 2 x 1 m with a depth of 1 meter (Fig. 11). At
the level of the ledge, the chamber was covered with
a reed mat, over which wooden beams were laid
lengthwise. Near the southern corner of the chamber,
on the ledge, two wooden wheels were lying flat, and
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a third wheel was located near the western corner. All
the wheels were three-part, connected by pins. The
diameter of two wheels was 0.6 m, while the third
measured 0.7 m. The diameter of the dual-sided hubs
was 0.2-0.24 m, and the diameter of the axle holes
was 0.07 m. On the ledge above the southeast cor-
ner of the chamber, traces of an unidentified wooden
structure with cross-placed elements were observed,
possibly part of a wagon’s body. In three locations on
the ledge, there were traces of ash, charred wood and
reed, as well as parts of a wooden lattice structure.
The buried individual was lying in a flexed position
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Fig. 11. Plan of the Holms'ke 2/10 grave
(Gudkova and Cernakov 1981).

on their back with arms extended along the body and
legs bent at the knees, head facing northwest (300°).
The leg bones had disintegrated in a cross pattern.
The skeleton was stained with ochre. At the bottom
of the chamber were decayed remains of reeds, bark,
and a layer of chalk (Gudkova and Cernakov 1981;
Cernakov et al. 1986).

Holms’ke 2/17 / Xonmcbke, Arciz region,
Ukraine, 45°76’ N, 29°22’ O, (secondary) was locat-
ed 14.2 m southeast of the mound’s center (130°), at
a depth of 2.84 m, in a grave with a ledge. The ledge
measured 2.6 x 2.3 m, and the burial grave measured
2.1 x 1.4 m with a depth of 0.85 m (Fig. 12). The grave
was covered with cross-laid logs. In the southern and
western corners of the chamber, on the ledges, poorly
preserved remains of two wooden wheels were found.
The wheels were three-part, and one still had pins
connecting its parts. The wheel diameter was 0.45 m,
and the dual-sided hubs had a diameter of 10 cm. The
walls of the burial chamber were coated with liquid
clay. The buried person was lying in a flexed position
on their right side, head facing southwest (210°). The
right arm was extended towards the knees, while the
left arm was bent, with the hand towards the pelvis. In
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Fig. 12. Plan of the Holms'ke 2/17 grave
(Gudkova and Cernakov 1981).

the southern corner of the pit stood a vessel (Gudkova
and Cernakov 1981; Cernakov et al. 1986).

Kur¢i 20/16 / Kypui, Bolgrad region, Ukraine,
45°68 N, 28°57° O, (secondary burial) was located
8 m northeast of the mound’s center (40°) in a pit with
aledge. The ledge measured 4.7 x 3.6 m, and the burial
pit measured 2.6 x 2-1.8 m (Fig. 13). The pit was co-
vered with longitudinally laid planks. In the chamber,
remains of well-crafted boards, 0.35 m wide and 3 cm
thick, were recorded. The buried individual (an adult)
was lying in a flexed position on their back, with arms
along the torso and legs bent at the knees, head facing
southeast (150°). The skeleton was covered in dark red
ochre. The skull was also filled with this ochre, but the
nasal cavity was filled with bright red ochre. The skel-
eton was lying on a layer of decayed organic matter up
to 1-1.2 cm thick. Near the skull, on this layer, there
were seven black strips, each up to 1 cm wide. A strip
(10-13 cm long), applied with ochre, was found on the
decayed material to the right of the pelvis. Around the
area covered by the decayed material, wooden planks
were placed. On one of the planks (up to 1.5 m long
and 7 cm wide), four grooves were noted. In the south-
ern corner of the chamber, a wagon wheel was lying

67



Svitlana Ivanova

0 50cm

Fig. 13. Plan of the Kur¢i 20/16 grave (To$ev 1992).

flat, hub facing upward. In the eastern corner, another
wheel was positioned at an angle, leaning against the
chamber wall. Their diameter was 0.6 m, the hubs
measured 18-20 cm in diameter, and the diameter of
the holes in the hubs was 7 cm. On the left side of the
skull and under the lower jaw were two spiral-shaped
pendants with 3.5 coils, made of silver wire (Ivanova
1989; Tosev 1992; Mellori and Telegin 1994).

Maaki 5/5 / Masku, Odessa region, Ukraine,
46°41’ N, 30°26’ O, (secondary) was located in the
northern sector of the mound at a depth of 2 m. The
ledge measured 4.2 x 4 m, and the burial pit mea-
sured 2.5 x 1.8 m (Fig. 14). The pit was covered by
seven cross-laid logs. In the corners of the ledges, four
wooden wheels with hubs were placed. The wheels
had a diameter of 0.6 m, and the hubs were 20 cm
in diameter. The walls of the chamber were covered
with reed mats, fastened with poles. The buried per-
son was lying on their back with arms extended along
the body, head facing southwest (220°), and legs bent
at the knees, turned to the right. The skeleton, par-
ticularly the frontal bones, was sprinkled with ochre.
Under the skeleton were the remains of a reed bedding
(Smaglij and Cernakov 1985).

Nikolscoe 7/28, Slobozia region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°87° N, 29°85’ O, (secondary) was lo-
cated 4.0 m southwest (230°) from the center of the
barrow, at a depth of 3.0 m. The burial was made
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with a ledge, and its dimensions were 3.6 x 2.5 x 2.2
m, with a depth of 0.35 m from the level of fixation
(Fig. 15). At the level of the ledge, a wooden covering
was discovered, consisting of two planks measuring 3.4
x 0.16 m, laid along the walls of the ledge, and eight
planks measuring 0.4-0.6 x 2.1 m, laid across the burial
pit. The logs were coated with lime and white clay. The
pit measured 2.05 x 2.1 m and had a depth of 0.9 m. At
the bottom, in the corners, and in the center of the pit,
six holes were traced, with a depth of up to 10 cm.

The buried person was lying on their back in
a crouched position, with the head oriented to the
north (345°). The arms were placed along the body.
The legs were preserved in their original position,
with the knees facing upward. The skeleton was coat-
ed with ocher, most intensively on the skull and leg
bones. A mat made of dark gray fibers was traced un-
der the body. Below the head was a “pillow” of dark
brown decay. Dark brown decay with ocher and chalk
inclusions covered the entire bottom of the pit.

To the right of the skull, a light yellow flint knife,
11.5 cm long, was found. Under the skull a bone
hammer-shaped pin was found, 16.5 cm long and 1.0
cm in diameter. The surface of the pin was polished
(Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).

Nikolscoe 7/33, Slobozia region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°87° N, 29°85’ O, (secondary, main for
third mound) was located in the center of the barrow
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Fig. 14. Plan of the Maki 5/5 grave (Smaglij and Cernakov 1985); wooden wheel from the collection
of the Odessa Archaeological museum (photo by S. Ivanova).
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Fig. 15. Plan of the Nikolscoe 7/28 grave (Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).
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The ledge measured 4.4 x 3.6 m, and the pit was 2.6 x
1.4 m, with a depth of 1.5 m (Fig. 16). The grave was
covered with logs laid crosswise and lengthwise. On
the ledge, in the northwest and southeast corners of
the pit, remains of two wooden wheels with a diam-
eter of 0.8 m, protruding hubs, and axle holes 10 cm in
diameter were found. Along the long walls of the pit,
remains of long wooden planks were noted. The wood
was covered with a chalky dusting. The buried per-
son (18-20 years old) was lying in a flexed position on
their back, with one arm bent and the other extended
along the body, oriented with the head to the south-
west (210°). The legs were bent at the knees to the
right. The skeleton, especially the skull and feet, was
stained with bright red ochre. Beneath the skeleton,
a layer of chalk dusting was traced, and underneath
that, a layer of wood decay. To the left of the skull, 33
light gray flint flakes without traces of processing were
found (Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).

Nikolscoe 7/44, Slobozia region, Republica of
Moldova, 46°87° N, 29°85’ O, (secondary) was dis-
covered 11 m southwest (210°) from the center of the
barrow, at a depth of 5.1 m. The burial was made with
aledge measuring 3.2 x 2.65 m, with a depth 0f 0.35 m
from the level of fixation (Fig. 17). At the level of the

Fig. 16. Plan of the Nikolscoe 7/33 grave
(Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).
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ledge, the burial was covered with two logs measur-
ing 2.5 x 0.15 m, lying along the edges of the ledge,
and seven logs measuring 0.3-0.2 x 2.15 m, laid across
the burial pit. The pit measured 1.75 x 0.9 m and had
a depth of 0.75 m. Along the perimeter of the pit’s bot-
tom, a rectangular groove was identified, with a width
of 8.0-10.0 cm and a depth of 15.0 cm. In the corners
of the pit, four rounded holes from stakes were traced,
with a diameter of 6.0 cm and a depth of 12.0 cm.

The buried individual was lying on their back
in a crouched position, with the head oriented to
the southwest (215°). The arms were straight, placed
along the skeleton, and the legs were directed with the
knees to the right. The skeleton was coated with bright
red ocher. Under the body and across the entire bot-
tom of the burial pit, dark brown decay was traced.
Several flint flakes were found in the filling of the pit
(Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).

Novoselica 19/16 / Hosocemuma, Tatarbunari
region, Ukraine, 45°82’ N, 29°69’ O, (secondary)
was located 11 m northeast of the center of the bar-
row (45°), at a depth of 1.2 m, in a grave with a ledge.
The ledge measured 5 x 3.1-2.6 m and the pit was 2 x
1-0.8 m, depth 1.15 m (Fig. 18). On the ledges, in the
corners of the pit, four wooden wheels and remains of
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Fig. 17. Plan of the Nikolscoe 7/44 grave
(Agul'nikov and Sava 2004).
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Fig. 18. Plan of the Novoselica 19/16 grave
(Subbotin et al. 1995).

other wagon parts were placed. Traces of decay from
a plant-based mat were found above and below them.
The wheels had a diameter of 0.6 m and double-sided
hubs were 13 cm in diameter. In the corners of the pit,
holes from stakes were placed. The deceased was lying
in a flexed position on their back, with arms spread at
the elbows along the body and legs bent at the knees,
head to the NW (335°). The skull was stained with
red ochre. Near the shin of the left leg was a fragment
of a red ochre tile. At the bottom, remains of a mat
covered with chalk were found (Subbotin et al. 1995).

Petresti 3/9, Ungheni region, Republica of Mol-
dova, 47°30’ N, 27°74’ O, (secondary), the main buri-
al for the second mound, made in the center of the
barrow at a depth of 0.7 m, in a grave with a ledge. The
ledge measured 3.2 x 2.8 m, and the pit measured 2.1
x1.4 m, with a depth of 1.2 m (Fig. 19). At the level
of the ledges, the pit was covered with longitudinally
laid oak logs. Above the covering, a wagon was prob-
ably placed, of which the remains of four wheels with
a diameter of 0.6 m survived. The wheels were lying

at an angle of 25° against the walls of the ledges. Be-
low them, remains of oak beams and poles, apparently
from the wagon’s construction, were traced in the pit.
Various remains of structural details were also not-
ed on the ledge. The entire surface of the ledges was
covered with a layer of native clay, on top of which
traces of a reed mat were recorded. At the bottom
of the pit, in the corners and along the walls, 8 holes
from stakes were found. The buried person was lying
in a flexed position on their right side, head to the
southwest (220°). The right arm was extended toward
the knees, and the left arm was bent, with the hand
resting on the pelvis. The skeleton was evenly stained
with bright red ochre, especially the skull. Under the
skeleton, brown decay from a mat was traced. A lump
of bright red ochre was found near the skull. On the
ledges, a burned scraper made of dark gray flint (3.8 x
2.6 cm) with fine retouching was found (Arovoj 2020).

Sarateni 1/4, Leova region, Republica of Mol-
dova, 46°61’ N, 28°46’ O, (secondary) located 2.3 m
north of the center of the barrow (7°), at a depth of
1.6 m, in a grave with a ledge. The ledge was partially
preserved. The burial measured 1.93 x 0.93-0.88 m,
with a depth of 0.37 m, and was covered with logs laid
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Fig. 19. Plan of the Petresti 3/9 grave (Arovoj 2020).
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Fig. 20. Plan of Sarateni 1/4 grave (Levitki et al. 1996).

crosswise (Fig. 20). On the ledges, on the logs of the
covering on the western and eastern sides of the pit,
two wooden wagon wheels. with a diameter of 0.78
m were lying. They made from thick logs, with axle
holes diameter 7 cm and low hubs (diameter 20 cm, H
- 8 cm). The buried person (an adult) was in a flexed
position on their back, with arms extended along the
body, head to the west (270°), with the knees turned to
the right. The skeleton was stained with red ochre. At
the bottom, remains of decayed plant-based bedding
were found (Levitki ef al. 1996).

Taraclia IT 10/18, Republica of Moldova, 45°90°
N, 28°66’ O, (secondary) was located 8 m to the
northwest (325°) of the center of the barrow, in a pit
with a ledge. The ledge measured 4.5 x 3.36 m, the
grave measured 2.1 x 1.1 m, and had a depth of 1.1
m (Fig. 21). At the level of the ledge, the pit was cov-
ered by six longitudinally laid logs, which were coated
with lime. In the eastern part of the ledge, beneath the
covering logs, traces of a black mat were found, and
two wooden wheels were lying on the logs. One of the
wheels with a diameter of 0.4 m had an axle hole with
a diameter of 16 cm, and was covered with a white-
colored decay. The second wheel, with a diameter of
0.45 m, axle hole with a diameter of 16, was located
0.5 m from the first. In the corners of the grave, holes
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Fig. 21. Plan of the Taraclia IT 10/18 grave
(Sava et al. 2019).
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from wooden stakes were identified. The deceased
was lying in a flexed position on their back, head fac-
ing southwest (255°), with arms spread at the elbows
along the body and with the knees turned to the left.
The skeleton was stained with red ochre, particularly
the skull, with a patch of ochre to the right of the skull.
Under the skeleton, a wooden structure consisting
of two side longitudinal planks (1.9 m long) and six
crosswise planks (0.9-0.8 m long) was found. To the
left of the structure, remnants of another longitudinal
pole (1.87 m long) were traced. The structure was cov-
ered with a layer of dark brown decay, and the bottom
of the pit was also covered with a layer of dark brown
decay (Sava et al. 2019).
Taraclia IT 10/19, Republica of Moldova, 45°90°
N, 28°66’ O, (secondary) was located 21.5 m to the
northeast of the center of the barrow (75°), at a depth
of 10.7 m, in a grave with a ledge. The ledge measured
3.8 x 2.65 m, with a depth of 0.7 m, and the pit mea-
sured 2.96 x 1.65 m with a depth of 1.3 m (Fig. 22).
The pit was covered with ten crosswise laid logs, be-
neath which, on the ledge, traces of a mat were found.
At the bottom of the pit, in the corners and along the

walls, ten holes were present. The deceased was lying
in a flexed position on their back, head facing north
(10°), with arms along the body and with the knees
turned to the left. The skeleton was stained with bright
red ochre, especially the skull. To the left of the skull,
a patch of ochre was found. Beneath the skull, a “pil-
low” of dark brown decay up to 6 cm thick was identi-
fied. Beneath the skeleton, the remains of a wooden
structure consisting of three longitudinal planks (2.1
m long) and seven crosswise planks (1-0.9 m long)
were found. Above the planks and under the skeleton,
there was a layer of dark brown decay. Additionally,
remains of a black mat with a wavy white pattern were
traced at the bottom of the chamber. In the north-
west corner of the pit was vessel. To the right, near
the shoulder bone, on the wooden structure a copper
four-sided awl (9.5 cm long) and a copper double-
edged knife with a flat tang (13.2 cm long) were lying.
Near the temporal bones, spiral-shaped silver earrings
with 1.5 coils (with a diameter of 1.5 cm) were found.
Two more (disintegrated) smaller earrings and three
cylindrical bone beads (with a diameter of 0.2 cm)
were also found near the skull (Sava et al. 2019).
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Fig. 22. Plan of the Taraclia II 10/19 grave (Sava et al. 2019).
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Taraclia IT 18/10, Republica of Moldova, 45°90°
N, 28°66’ O, (secondary) was located 9 m northeast of
the center of the barrow (35°), at a depth of 1.92 m, in
a grave with a ledge. The ledge measured 2.6 x 1.8 m,
and the burial pit measured 1.2 x 0.76 m, with a depth
of 0.9 m (Fig. 23). Remains of the wagon’s carcass and
longitudinally laid planks covering the pit were found
on the ledge. The wagon structure consisted of two
poles (with a diameter of 5 cm) running along the
northeast and southeast walls and a third along the
southwest wall. The poles were joined together with
rectangular-sectioned wooden dowels. In the corners
of the pit the remains of four wooden wheels were lying
(with a diameter up to 0.75 m, thickness 4 cm). They
made from two different halves, with hubs (height up
to 10 cm) and axle holes (with a diameter of 7 cm).
The pit’s covering consisted of eight longitudinally laid
planks up to 2.1 m long, covered with a thick layer of
reed bedding decay. The buried child (1 year 6 months
old) was lying in a flexed position on their back, the
head was oriented southeast (140°), with arms ex-
tended along the body and slightly bent at the elbows,
the leg bones arranged into a rhomb. The skeleton was
heavily dusted with red ochre, particularly the skull.
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The pit floor was covered with dark brown decay from
the bedding, with ochre inclusions. One spiral earring
with 1.5 coils (with a diameter of 1 cm) was found near
each temporal bone, one made of silver and the other
of copper. A cup-shaped vessel was near the southeast
wall of the pit. Red ochre traces were found on its inner
surface. Another vessel was located to the left of the
skull, near the southwest wall (Sava et al. 2019).

As’ki 1/18 / Scpku, Odessa region, Ukraine,
46°50’ N, 30°07’ O, (secondary) was located 14.5 m
southeast of the center of the barrow (130°), at a depth
of 5.2 m, in a grave with a ledge. The ledge measured 6
x 3.5 m, and the burial pit 2.7 x 1.7 m (Fig. 24). The pit
was covered with 11 crosswise wooden laid logs and
a mat, on top of which were the remains of a disman-
tled wagon. In the corners of the ledge the remains of
four wooden wheels were lying (with a diameter up to
0.55 m), they had an axle hole with a diameter of 20
cm). The deceased (an adult) was lying in a flexed po-
sition on their back, with his arms along his body, and
his head to the southwest (220°). The bones of the legs,
bent at the knees, had slightly collapsed to the right.
The entire skeleton was coated with ocher. Near the
skull, two spiral pendants (with a diameter of 1 cm)

Fig. 23. Plan of the Taraclia II 18/10 grave (Sava et al. 2019).
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Fig. 24. Plan of the As’ki 1/18 grave
(Alekseeva 1992).

were found, they made of thin silver wire, coiled one
and a half turns. A triangular clay tile (6 x 6 cm) was
lying on the left radial bone. A granite grinding tool
(7.5 x 4.5 cm) was next to the ulna. The bottom of the
pit was covered with a thick layer of brown ocher, and
underneath, with a layer of chalk (Alekseeva 1992).

As’ki 2/2 / Scpku, Odessa region, Ukraine,
46°50’ N, 30°07’ O, (secondary) was located 8 m west
(275°) of the center of the barrow, at a depth of 2.85
m. The burial was made with a ledge measuring 3.5 x
2.5 m, and the pit measured 1.8 x 1.2 m (Fig. 25). The
grave was covered with planks laid lengthwise and
crosswise, with the remains of a mat fixed on top. At
the bottom of the ledge were the remains of a wagon.
The four wagon wheels lay in pairs on the short sides
of the ledge, they are made of a single piece of wood,
with hubs. Near the base of the wagon, a harness de-
tail was found in the form of an elongated bar (0.3
m long) with one thickened end and notches on one
side. The deceased (an senile age) was lying in a flexed
position on their back, with the head oriented to the
south (185°), with his arms extended along his body;
the legs bent to the left. A copper (?) leaf-shaped knife
with a flat tang (9 cm long) was found in the burial
(Dergacev 2023).
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Fig. 25. Plan of As’ki 2/2 grave (Dergacev 2023).

Other type of transport (wagon + sledges)

Holms’ke 1/7 / Xommcebke, Arciz region,
Ukraine, 45.76, 29.22 (secondary, main for the fourth
mound) was located 5 m northeast (75°) of the center
of the barrow, at a depth of 3.34 m. The most massive,
fourth mound of the barrow was built over it, increas-
ing the diameter of the barrow from 24 m to 90 m, and
the height from 2.4 m to 6 m. The grave measured 2.12
x 1.03 m, with a depth of 1.2 m, and was covered with
several reed mats, supported by three wooden boards
(Fig. 26). The mats were 1.25 m long and 0.07-0.12 m
thick, woven in different patterns, with black stripes
along the edges. The mats were secured at the edges
of the pit with wooden pegs, leaving indentations in
the soil. Above the mats, the pit was covered with three
large limestone slabs. One of these slabs was an anthro-
pomorphic stele (1.45 m long, 0.75 m wide). The other
slabs were unprocessed. The entire area around the pit,
within more than a 1 meter, was lined with grass stems,
which left imprints in the soil. Directly adjacent to the
slabs were the remains of four wooden wheels, lying
flat on the mats. One wheel was located in the north-
eastern and northwestern corners of the grave, and
two in the southwestern corner. Each wheel was made
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Fig. 26. Plan of the Holmske 1/7 grave (Gudkova and Cernakov 1981; Novickij 1985).

from three pieces of wood. In several cases, wooden
dowels used to fasten them were detected. The wheels
had a diameter of 0.7 m, with hubs protruding on both
sides with a diameter of 21 cm, holes for axles with
a diameter of 6.2 cm, and a hub thickness of 9 cm. The
imprints of the outer edge of the wheels clearly showed
traces of wood processing, with narrow transverse
notches. These were sharp, without signs of wear, indi-
cating that the wheels were either unused or had been
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covered with leather around the rim. The preservation
of the wheels was poor; only two wheels were extracted
as monolithic pieces for Odessa Archaeological muse-
um. Besides the wheels, along the northern edge of the
chamber, a leather object (vessel? pouch? headdress?)
with embossed (red ornamentation) designs was found
on the mat. Inside was some disintegrated bone object.
The vertical walls of the pit were coated with liquid
clay. On the pit floor, small holes from stakes were dis-
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covered at the corners and along the middle of the long
walls. The buried person was lying in a flexed position
on their back, with their head facing southwest (245°),
with arms stretched along the body, and knees bent to
the left. The skull and upper chest bones were stained
with ochre. Traces of a possible headdress were noted
on the skull. A chalk deposit was found under the skull,
with weak traces of burning near the feet. Around the
skeleton, there were decayed remnants, possibly from
leather (?) clothing. Under the skeleton, a rectangu-
lar wooden structure was found, made from wooden
beams of various cross-sections, connected by dowels
of various shapes and sizes. During the excavation and
preservation of the wood, the main fastening points of
this structure were identified, and it was reconstructed
as a sled (Gudkova an Cernakov 1981; Novickij 1985;
Cernakov et al. 1986).

References

Agul'nikov S. M. 1985. Ohrannye raskopki kurgana u s. By¢ok.
In V. S. Bejlekei (ed.), Arheologiceskie issledovania v Moldavii
v 1981 godu. Kiinev: Stiinca, 41-52.

Agul'nikov S. M. and Sava E. N. 2004. Issledovanid kurganov na
levoberez’e Dnestra. Kisinev: CEP USM.

Alekseeva 1. L. 1992. Kurgany épohi paleometalla v Severo-
Zapadnom Pricernomor’e. Kiev: Naukova dumbka.

Alekseeva I. L. and Tosev G. N. 2009. Kurgannad gruppa u s.
Bogatoe Odesskoj oblasti. Muzejnij visnik 9, 40-50.

Anucin D. N. 1890. Sani, ladd i koni kak prinadleznosti pogre-
bal'nogo obrada. Arheologo-étnograficeskij étitd. Moskva: Iz-
datel’stvo O.0. Gerbek.

Arovoj E. V. 1985. Derevannye konstrukeii iz kurgana u s. By¢ok.
In V. S. Bejleki (ed.), Arheologiceskie issledovania v Moldavii
v 1981 godu. Kiinev: Stiinca, 53-59.

Arovoj E. V. 2020. Pozdneimnoe pogrebenie s povozkoj
u sela Petre$ty na Srednem Prute. Vestnik Moskovskogo
gosudarstvennogo oblastnogo universiteta 5, 106-113.

Binford L. R. 1971. Mortuary practices. Their study and their
potential. In J.-A. Brown (ed.), Approaches to the Social
Dimensions of Mortuary Practices (= Memoirs of the Society
for American Archaeology 25). Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 6-29.

Bonddr M. 2018. Prehistoric innovations: wheels and wheeled
vehicles. Acta Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hun-
garicae 69, 271-298,

Bronk Ramsey Ch. 2024. OxCal 4.4.4. (https://c14.arch. ox.ac.uk/
oxcal/OxCal.html, access: 09.2024).

Burmeister S. 2017. Early Wagons in Eurasia. Disentangling an
Enigmatic Innovation. In P. Stockhammer and J. Maran
(eds.), Appropriating Innovations. Entangled Knowledge in
Eurasia, 5000-1500 BCE. Oxford: Oxbow, 69-77.

Cebotarenko G. F, Arovoj E. V. and Tel'nov N. P. 1989. Kurgany
Budzakskoj stepi. Kisinev: Stiinca.

Cernakov I. T, Stanko V. N. and Gudkova A. V. 1986. Holmskie
kurgany. In V. N. Stanko (ed.), Issledovanid po arheologii
Severo-Zapadnogo Pricernomord. Kiev: Naukova dumka,
53-96.

Chapman R. 2003. Death, society and archaeology. The social
dimensions of mortuary practices. Mortality 8(3), 305-312.
DOI: 10.1080/13576270310001599849

Dergacev V. A. 2023. Amnad kul tura Karpato-Podunav’a. Kisinev:
CEP USM.

Gudkova I. A. and Cernikov I. T. 1981. Amnye pogrebenia
s kolesami u s. Holmskoe. In G. G. Mezenceva (ed.),
Drevnosti Severo-Zapadnogo Pricernomor’d. Kiev: Naukova
dumbka, 38-51.

Haheu V. and Popovici S. 2010. Exploration of mounds near
Giurgiulesti village in Lower Prut area. Revista Arheologicd
6(1), 130-150.

Ivanova S. V. 1989. Pogrebenie 4mnoj kul tury s povozkoj v Ode-
sskoj oblasti. In A. V. Gudkova (ed.), Istorid i arheologid
Niznego Podunav’a. Tezisy dokladov naucno-prakticeskogo
seminara. Reni: Odesskoe oblastnoe upravlenie narodnogo
obrazovania, 27-29.

Ivanova S. V. 2000. O social'nom ustrojstve 4mnogo obSestva
Severo-Zapadnogo Pricernomor a. Stratum plus 2, 388-403.

Ivanova S. 2003. Social differentiation in the pit-grave society:
reconstruction based on burial data. British Archaeological
Report. International Series 1139(1), 157-169.

Ivanova S. 2013. Connections between the Budzhak Culture
and Central European groups of the Corded Ware Culture.
Baltic-Pontic Studies 18, 86-120 (http://hdl.handle.net/10
593/13220).

Ivanova S. 2021. Istorid naselenid Severo-Zapadnogo Pricernomor”
a v konce IV-III tys. do n.e. Zitomir: Buk Druk (http://
vgosau.kiev.ua/load_books/Ivanova_2021.pdf).

Ivanova S. 2023. Intrusions of the steppe population into the
Balkan-Carpathian region in the Early Bronze Age: factors
and aspects. Sprawozdania Archeologiczne 75(1), 201-239.
DOI: 10.23858/SA/75.2023.1.3438

Ivanova S. 2025 [in print]. Wagon, sledge and boat in the funeral
rite of the Budzhak Yamna culture.

Ivanova S. V. and Cimidanov V. V. 1993. O sociologiceskoj
interpretacii pogrebenij s povozkami amnoj kul'turno-
istoriceskoj oblasti. Arheologiceskij al’'manah 2, 23-34.

Ivanova S. V. and Subbotin L. V. 2001. Pro statevo-vikovu
stratifikaciti naselenna 4mnoi spil noti Pivni¢no-Zahidnogo
Pri¢ornomor’a. Arheologid 3, 44-57.

Izbicer E. V. 1993. Pogrebenid s povozkami stepnoj polosy Vostocnoj
Evropy i Severnogo Kavkaza. Avtoreferat dissertacii kandidata
istoriceskih nauk. Sankt Peterburg: Institut istorii material noj
kul'tury, Rossijskad akademié nauk.

Johannsen N. and Laursen S. 2010. Routes and wheeled transport
in late 4"-early 3 millennium funerary customs of the

77


https://www.jstor.org/publisher/cup?refreqid=fastly-default%3A5c8db2f2470d5e78f0384ef625070754
https://www.jstor.org/publisher/cup?refreqid=fastly-default%3A5c8db2f2470d5e78f0384ef625070754
https://doi.org/10.1080/13576270310001599849
http://hdl.handle.net/10593/13220
http://hdl.handle.net/10593/13220
http://vgosau.kiev.ua/load_books/Ivanova_2021.pdf
http://vgosau.kiev.ua/load_books/Ivanova_2021.pdf

Svitlana Ivanova

Jutland Peninsula. Regional evidence and European context.
Praehistorische Zeitschrift 85(1), 15-58.

Klejn L. S. 1963. Glinanye modeli koles épohi bronzy v Severnom
Pricernomor’e (Bronzkori agyagkerék modellek a Fekete
tenger északi partvidékérdl). Archaeologiai Ertesits 90, 54-68.

Kovaleva L. F. 1999. O novom tipe derevannyh katakombnyh povo-
zok. In I. F. Kovaleva (ed.), Problemi arheologii Podniprovi.
Dnipropetrovs’k: DDU, 97-104.

Kristiansen K. 2011. Bridging India and Scandinavia. Institutional
Transmission and Elite Conquest during the Bronze Age. In
T. C. Wilkinson, S. Sherratt and J. Bennet (eds.), Interweaving
Worlds. Systemic Interactions in Eurasia, 7* to 1 Millennia
BC. Oxford: Oxbow Books, 243-265.

Kuzmina E. E. 1974. Kolesnyj transport i problema étniceskoj
i social'noj istorii drevnego naselenid Gznorusskih stepej.
Vestnik drevnej istorii 4, 68-87.

Larsen C. S. 1995. Regional Perspectives on Mortuary Analysis. In
L. A. Beck (ed.), Regional Approaches to Mortuary Analysis.
Interdisciplinary Contributions to Archaeology. Boston, MA:
Springer. DOI: 10.1007/978-1-4899-1310-4_11

Levitki O., Manzura I. and Demcenko T. 1996. Necropola tumulard
de la Sdardteni (The Sdrdteni kurgan cemetery). Bucuresti:
Vavila Edinf.

Masson V. M. 1998. Epoha drevnejsih velikih stepnyh obsestv.
Arheologiceskie vesti 5, 255-267.

Mellori Dz. P. and Telegin D. A. 1994. Poava kolisnogo transpor-
tu na Ukraini za radiokarbonnimi danimi. In I. F. Kovaleva
(ed.), Problemy hronologii kul tur éneolita — bronzovogo veka
Ukrainy i figa Vostocnoj Evropy. Tezisy dokladov mezduna-
rodnoj konferencii, Dnepropetrovsk 25-28 apreld 1994. Dne-
propetrovsk: DGU, 30-31.

Novickij E. U. 1985. Derevannaa konstrukcia iz 4amnogo pogrebe-
nié u s. Holmskoe. Sovetskad arheologid 2, 232-235.

Parker Pearson M. 1982. Mortuary Practices, Society and Ideolo-
gy. An Ethnoarchaeological Study. In I. Hodder (ed.), Sym-
bolic and Structural Archaeology. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 99-113.

Piggott S. 1992. Wagon, Chariot and Carriage. Symbols and Status
in the History of Transport. London: Thames and Hudson.

Pustovalov S. Z. 2000. Kurgan “Tigunova mogila” i problemy
kolesnogo transporta 4mno-katakombnoj épohi v vosto¢noj
Evrope. Stratum plus 2, 296-321.

Sava E., Agulnikov S. and Manzura I. 2019. Issledovanid kurganov
v Budzakskoj stepi (1980-1985 gg) (= Biblioteca “Tyragetia”
30). Chisinau: Muzeul National de Istorie a Moldovei.

Saxe A. A. 1970. Social dimensions of mortuary practices. PhD
thesis: University of Michigan. DOI: 10.7302/10451

Serova N. L. 1981. Issledovanie kurgana u s. Etulid. In G. E
Cebotarenko (ed.), Arheologiceskie issledovania v Moldavii
v 1974-1976 gg. Kisinev: Stiinca, 58-71.

Shishlina N. I, Kovalev D. S. and Ibragimova E. R. 2014. Catacomb
culture wagons of the Eurasian steppes. Antiquity 88(340),
378-394. DOI: 10.1017/S0003598X00101061

Smaglij N. M. and Cernakov I. T. 1985. Kurgany na levobereZ'e
Niznego Dnestra. In V. N. Stanko (ed.), Novye materialy po
arheologii Severo-Zapadnogo Pricernomor’d. Kiev: Naukova
dumka, 95-131.

Subbotin L. V., Ostroverhov A. S., Dzigovskij A. N. 1995. Arheolo-
giceskie drevnosti BudZaka. Kurgany u s. Trapovka i Novoseli-
ca. Odessa: Germes.

Tosev G. N. 1992. Kurgany épohi bronzy meZozer'a Alpuga i Kagula.
Zaporoz'e: ZGU.


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4899-1310-4_11
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/antiquity/volume/0DD6067EF5EB3DF2AA76C6EC74996E89
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/antiquity/issue/3850BB807632B34C4D29905E38144274
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003598X00101061

Uniwersytet Rzeszowski
Wydziat Humanistyczny
Instytut Archeologii

RzeEszoOw UNIVERSITY PRESS



