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On the Edge. Relics of LBK Settlement at the Site of Kruszyn 3,
Commune Wtoctawek (Household A)

Abstract

Rzepecki S., Domanska L. 2024. On the Edge. Relics of LBK Settlement at the Site of Kruszyn 3, Commune Wloctawek
(Household A). Analecta Archaeologica Ressoviensia 19, 21-39

The aim of the article is to present the LBK sources recorded in the northern part of the site of Kruszyn 3, commune Wto-
clawek. A special feature of the site is its location on the edge of the Kuyavia Lake District and the Ptock Basin. The former
was intensively settled in the Early Neolithic, while the latter was anecumene. The complex of finds described in the article
consists of the remains of a house, outbuildings, a relatively numerous pottery assemblage and less numerous flints, stone
tools, and animal bone remains. The entire site dates to phase IT (Music-Note Phase) of the LBK in Kuyavia.

Keywords: Linear Pottery culture, LBK, Kuyavia, settlement, longhouses, Neolithic
Received: 25.07.2024; Revised: 11.08.2024; Accepted: 01.10.2024

Introduction

The significance of the border between the Kuy-
avia Lake District and the Plock Basin can probably
be expressed in dozens of ways. In an environmental
sense, both of these lands form ecumenes with such
clearly contrasting features that they have been re-
flected in folk toponomastics (the so-called Black and
White Kuyavia; Szmyt 2013, further literature there).
The Kuyavia Lake District is characterised by a flat,
sometimes wavy moraine plateau, sometimes wavy
and interspersed with drainless depressions, made of
heavy boulder clay. In the vicinity of Kruszyn, lessive
soils have developed on this substrate, potentially pro-
viding a habitat for mixed and deciduous forests (pri-
marily oak-hornbeam). In contrast, the bottom of the
Plock Basin in the vicinity of the site discussed in this
text is covered by sandy and biogenic sediments. Soils
from the group of podzolic soils predominate here
(including rusty, podsolic ones), which are a poten-
tial habitat for poor, continental forests. The bound-

ary between these two “worlds” is clearly separated
by a high (c. 20 m) slope descending from the mo-
raine plateau towards the bottom of the Ptock Basin
(Twardy and Forysiak 2010). Within its area there is,
inter alia, the site of Kruszyn 3, commune Wtoctawek
(Fig. 1-2). Other nearby settlements of Linear Pottery
Culture (LBK) are located in a similar manner, located
at the sites of Nowa Wie$ 8, Kruszyn 10 (Sicinski et al.
2016; Plaza 2021), Kruszyn 11 and Kruszyn 13. They
were all located at the edge of the area occupied by
stable LBK settlement forms — both on a regional scale
and in the perspective of this culture as a whole (Pyzel
2010; 2017; 2021a; 2021b; cf. Brigand et al. 2022; Mar-
ciniak et al. 2022).

In the case of Kruszyn 3, two features (wells) from
the site have been presented so far (Rzepecki 2014).
The aim of the following text is in turn to characterise
the relics of LBK activity (household A) recorded on
the northern edge of the site (Fig. 3). They represent
a clearly demarcated, isolated concentration of finds
from the Early Neolithic.
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Fig. 1. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloctawek. Geomorphological
sketch of the site vicinity.

Key: a - undulating and in places flat morainic plateau, b - bottom
of the Plock Valley, ¢ - fluvial terrace of the Lubienka River,
d - bottom of the Lubienika river valley, e — bottom of the
subsidiary valley, f — aeolian sand covers, g — aeolian hillocks,
h - depression without outflow, i— more important slopes,
j — subglacial channel, k - synclines and denudation valleys,
1 - accumulative cones at the mouth of the valleys, m - lakes,
ponds, rivers, n - Kruszyn 3 site, o — elevation points (m above sea
level) (after: Twardy and Forysiak 2010).

1. Building and pits

Before proceeding to the main part of the analy-
sis, it is worth noting that the immediate hinterland
of the site has been anthropogenically transformed
quite significantly, which was particularly intensively
influenced by modern processes of agrotechnical de-
nudation resulting in the “blurring” of small elements

22
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Fig. 2. Potential natural vegetation of the eastern part
of the Kujawy Lake District and the Plock Basin.

Key: 1 - Central European alder forest (Carici elongatae), 2 -
lowland, riverside willow-poplar forests in the zone of periodic
floods (Salici-Populetum), 3 - lowland, riparian elm-oak forest
of water-ground habitats outside the river flood zone (Ficario
Ulmetum), 4 - lowland alder and ash-alder forests of water-
ground habitats, periodically slightly marshy (Circaeo Alnetum),
5 - Central European oak-hornbeam forests, Kujawy variety, poor
series (Galio silvatici-Carpinetum), 6 — as above, fertile series, 7 -
subcontinental lime-oak-hornbeam forests, Central Polish variety,
poor series (Tillo Carpinetum), 8 — as above, fertile series, 9 — oak
forests (Potentillo albae-Quercetum typicum), 10 — continental
mixed forests (Pino-Quercetum), 11 - continental, inland pine
forests in acomplex of fresh forest (Peucedano-Pinetum), dry
forest (Cladonio-Pinetum) and moist forest (Molinio-Pinetum),
the “Sarmatian” variety, 12 - standing and flowing waters, 13 -
continental marsh forest (Vaccinio uliginosi-Pinetum), 14 — natural
and semi-natural calciphilous and xerothermic grasslands, the so-
called steppe grasslands (Festucetalia vallesiacae), 15 - coastal and
inland salt pan communities (Thero Salicornietea), 16 — Kruszyn
3 site (after: Twardy and Forysiak 2010).

of the terrain relief (Twardy and Forysiak 2010). The
remains of LBK activity from Kruszyn 3 were also ad-
versely affected by the settlement of the area by people
of the Lusatian culture. Overall, however, against the
site as a whole, the relics of household A discussed
here are relatively well preserved.

A total of 10 postholes and 11 pits were docu-
mented within household A (Tab. 1).
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Table 1. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloctawek. Household A - characteristics of non-portable features. Function: A - posthole,
B - pit. Shape: C - oval, D - circular, E - irregular. Cross-section: F - trough-shaped, G - irregular trough-shaped. Fill:
H - homogeneous grey and/or light grey humus, I - two-layered in a horizontal pattern (1 - layer of grey humus, 2 - layer

of dark grey humus with scattered charcoals)

Feature no. Function Shape Length (cm) | Width (cm) Depth (cm) | Cross-section Fill
Al8 B C 560 464 92 F I
Al19 B D 410 320 90 G I
A20 B C 590 262 90 G I
A21 B C 540 230 128 G H
A22 B C 370 130 52 G H
A23 B C 240 120 38 G H
A24 B C 376 160 30 F H
A25 B C 524 390 120 G 1
A36 A C 40 46 26 F H
A37 A C 46 40 14 F H
A38 A C 56 56 12 F H
A39 A C 46 44 8 F H
A40 A C 44 34 24 G H
A61 B C 128 88 21 F H
A62 B E 126 112 16 F H
A63 B E 179 132 28 F H
A64 A D 32 26 5 F H
A65 A E 52 38 14 F H
A66 A D 30 26 4 F H
A67 A D 60 56 11 F H
A68 A E 156 64 16 F H

The postholes (A36-A40, A64-A68) were pre-
served in the buttress parts, their average depth be-
ing only 13 cm. Almost all of them had a circular or
oval floor plan (30-50 cm diameter) and a trough-
like profile and homogeneous fill. The posthole
marked A68 stands out against this background - it
has a clearly elongated shape and is 156 cm long. It is
likely that this is a remnant of a more complex (albeit
undocumented in cross-section) arrangement associ-
ated with the repair (replacement) of the pole. The
discovered postholes are probably related to the func-
tioning of a longhouse oriented N-S. Its approximate
dimensions should be estimated at approximately

8 x 25 m. This assessment is based on the features of
the distribution of pits flanking the hypothetical walls
of the building. In general, however, the poor state
of preservation of the feature does not allow it to be
included in discussions of the characteristics of LBK
longhouses (cf. Czerniak 2019).

The identified pits (A18-A25, A61-A63) form
a fairly diverse group. Although they have an average
depth of approximately 64 cm, the median depth is only
52 c¢cm. The shallower features (16-52 cm) are charac-
terised by oval shapes and single-layered fills (Fig. 3).
As a rule, small amounts of finely fragmented ceramic
cullet were recorded (a dozen or so pieces), here feature

23
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Fig. 3. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Localization of LBK features and households.
Key: a - postholes, b - pits, ¢ — well (drawn by S. Rzepecki).
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Fig. 4. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloctawek. Household A (drawn by S. Rzepecki).

A22 stands out in this respect, with 45 sherds (cf. Tab. 2).
On the other hand, deeper features (above 90 cm) were
recognised as more or less regular circles or ovals with
single or double-layered fills (Fig. 3-4). It is worth pay-
ing attention to features A18-A20 and A25 (Fig. 4).
They are distinguished by horizontally two-layered fills.
A total of approximately 85% of the LBK shreds discov-
ered within pit A were recorded in their bottom parts.
Furthermore, the excavated pottery is relatively well-
preserved (on average, one sherd weighed approxi-
mately 10 g; cf. Tab. 2), suggesting that in this case these
are primary waste deposition sites, which is unlikely in
the case of pits A21, A23, A24, A61-A63.

All of the features described above had irregular
bottoms, which corresponds well to the characteristics
of clay pits. After clay extraction, some of these were
used as waste pits (ash, pottery, flints, post-consump-
tion residues). This diagnosis is particularly relevant
for features: A18-A22 and A25.

2. Pottery

Seven hundred and nine fragments of LBK pot-
tery, weighing a total of 6,794 g were discovered with-
in household A (Tab. 2). The features of the harvesting

25
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Table 2. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloctawek. Household A - LBK artefacts source register

Average
Feature no. Potte{'y P.ottel.'y weight Flint Stone Daub Bones Comments
(quantity) | (weighting) | of 1 pottery artefacts artefacts
fragment (g)
Poz-40681:
6180 + 40 BP
Al18 305 3,286 10.77 3 1 24
Poz-40682:
6180 + 40 BP
Al19 171 1,820 10.64 4 6 8
A20 113 995 8.8 2
A21 35 130 3.71 3 20
A22 45 320 7.11 47 4 39
A23 11 43 3.9 7
A24 2 6 3 2
A25 16 176 11 2
A6l 3 4 1.33
A62 6 9 1.5
A63 2 5 2.5
TOTAL 709 6,794 1 17

Table 3. Kruszyn 3, commune Wtoclawek. Percentage of technological groups of the LBK pottery

Feature IA 1B IC ID IIA 11IB IITIA I11B coars fine
Al8 26.89% 0.00% 1.64% 0.00% 6.89% 1.31% 61.64% 1.64% 36.72% 63.28%
Al19 42.69% 0.00% 0.66% 0.00% 1.97% 0.66% 27.87% 0.98% 45.97% 28.85%
A20 48.67% 0.00% 0.33% 0.00% 0.98% 0.00% 17.38% 0.33% 49.98% 17.70%
A21 42.86% 0.00% 0.66% 0.00% 0.33% 0.00% 5.57% 0.00% 43.84% 5.57%
A22 46.67% 0.33% 0.98% 0.00% 0.33% 0.33% 5.90% 0.00% 48.63% 5.90%
household A | 36.77% 0.15% 1.94% 0.00% 4.78% 1.05% 53.96% 1.35% 44.69% 55.31%

technology were developed following the proposals of
Joanna Pyzel (2010; 2019a). Briefly speaking, it as-
sumes the separation of several basic recipes for losing
weight of pottery mass. For coarse pottery (“kitchen”
and “storage”), these are technology groups IA (plant
admixture), IB (grog+plant admixture), IC (sand ad-
mixture, sometimes with grog), ID (grog admixture),
ITA (sand+plant admixture), IIB (sand admixture).
Fine pottery (“table”), on the other hand, is character-
ised by the absence of pronounced admixtures (IIIA)
or admixture of sand (IIIB). Details of the proportion
of each type of recipe are provided in Table 3.

26

Although the collection in question is quite heav-
ily damaged, several types of vessels can nevertheless
be recognised in it. These include: pots in the shape
of a section of a sphere (globular pots; e.g. Fig. 7: 1-2;
8: 1), necked vessels (flasks; e.g. Fig. 8: 1; 8: 9; 11: 1),
bowls (e.g. Fig. 8: 7) and sieves. Fragments of prob-
ably two such vessels were recognised in feature A22
(Fig. 10: 2-3).

While the features related to the technology and
morphology of vessels are not very diagnostic in terms
of chronology, the situation is different in terms of
decoration. A total of 119 decorated fragments were
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Fig. 5. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Cross-sections of the pits.
Key: a - layer of grey humus, 2 - layer of dark grey humus with scattered charcoals (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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0 5 cm

Fig. 6. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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Fig. 7. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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Fig. 8. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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Fig. 9. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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Fig. 10. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).
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A25 0 5 cm

Fig. 11. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Selection of typical artefacts (drawn by M. Pochylski and S. Rzepecki).

recorded. Mainly decorations in the form of knobs
were recognized on the coarse vessels. They were re-
corded on a total of 26 sherds (e.g. Fig. 6: 6; 7: 2; 9: 4;
10: 4-5). Sometimes they had finials folded inward
(e.g. Fig. 6: 8; 6: 12; 7: 3; 9: 5; 9: 10; 9: 15). Less fre-
quently, i.e. in 19 cases, ornaments made with a finger
and/or fingernail were recognised (e.g. Fig. 6: 12;7: 1;
7: 4). In individual specimens, there were fragments
of vessels decorated with rows of oval impressions
(Fig. 9: 1) or short and wide cuts (Fig. 11: 3).
However, in the analysed collection, the most
frequently recorded ornaments were those based on
incised lines (70 sherds). Bands composed of two in-
cised lines were most frequently recognised here (e.g.
Fig. 6: 2; 9: 9); single incised lines were less frequent
(e.g. Fig. 6: 3) or in triple arrangements (e.g. Fig. 6: 1;
7:9). Incised lines co-occurred with music notes —
both small ones and often placed at the bends of the
lines (e.g. Fig. 6: 1; 7: 6; 8: 2—4), as well as larger ones
(e.g. Fig. 7: 4; 7: 9; 8: 7). In one case, a ribbon orna-
ment filled with punctures was recorded (Fig. 10: 9).
The engraved lines usually formed straight and bro-

ken ornaments (e.g. Fig. 7: 4; 7: 9; 8: 8), less frequently
- wavy ones (e.g. Fig. 6: 2; 6: 10).

The relative chronology of the Kuyavian enclave
of the LBK is well recognised thanks to, inter alia, the
studies of Lech Czerniak (1994; 2004; 2016), Ryszard
Grygiel (2004) and J. Pyzel (2006; 2009; 2010; cf. Mar-
ciniak et al. 2022). One has to agree with J. Pyzel (2010)
that the caesuras between individual phases are fluid
and determined intuitively. However, the small pro-
portion of large music notes combined with the high
frequency of straight or broken incised lines makes it
possible to relate the examined collection to phase IIB
of the LBK in the Kuyavia region.

3. Flint artefacts

The exploration of the features attributed to house-
hold A yielded a total of 61 flint artefacts (cf. Tab. 2).
Unfortunately, this is a small collection and quite trivial
in the analytical and interpretative sense. It is dominat-
ed by specimens made from chocolate flint (51 pieces),
which clearly outweigh Baltic flint (7 pieces). Another
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three specimens were burnt to an extent that made it
impossible to recognize the raw material.

The general structure of the inventory in question
consists of products classified into five categories of
flint artefacts. Quantitatively, negative fragments (24
specimens) and burnt fragments (2 specimens) pre-
dominate. Among the fragments, the most numerous
are chocolate flint specimens (21 pieces), all of them
occurred in feature 22.

Seventeen flakes were included in the flakes pro-
duction group. The majority of them are specimens
made of chocolate flint (12 pieces), 4 flakes were made
of Baltic flint and 1 specimen was intensively burned.
The group of chocolate flint flakes is dominated by
cortex specimens. The production of blades group
consists of 5 specimens reflected from single-platform
cores of chocolate flint. Blades with a width of 14-23
mm predominate (Fig. 9: 11). On the other hand,
there were 8 specimens in the exploitation of scaled
pieces group, without exception, these are flakes made
of chocolate flint.

In the tool group, only an endscraper on a blade
(Fig. 9: 12), 2 endscrapers on flakes (Fig. 8: 14; 10: 12)
and 2 blades with utility retouch (Fig. 8: 15; 10: 15).
All these specimens were made from chocolate flint.

Despite the small size of the examined inventory,
a number of features characteristic of the lowland LBK
communities can be distinguished (Domanska 2016).
These include: (a) the predominance of chocolate flint,
(b) the predominance of classical core exploitation
techniques, and (c) the predominance of endscrapers
and atypical tools in the group of tools.

4. Stones

A low trapezoidal adze made of amphibolite was
discovered in feature A18 (Fig. 7: 12). The tool is sym-
metrical in cross-section, carefully smoothed along its
entire length, and bears traces of use.

5. Bones

A total of 91 bones occurred in features associ-
ated with household A (cf. Tab. 1; Waszczuk 2010).
The vast majority of these (74 pieces) were identified
as belonging to domesticated animals. The species
affiliation of 17 pieces was not recognised. Fourteen
fragments of crushed teeth, 3 fragments of metacar-
pal bones and 7 fragments of cattle tibia were identi-
fied in feature A18. On the other hand, 8 cattle tooth
fragments come from feature A19. A special feature of
pit A21 was the complete dominance of pig remains
(16 rib fragments), accompanied by 4 small bones
coming from unknown species. Pit A22 yielded
1 tooth, 21 tooth fragments, 1 fragment of a pelvis and
3 fragments of cattle jaw, as well as 13 small fragments
of bones of unrecognized species.

6. Daub

There were isolated lumps of daub in the three
features, i.e. A19, A22 and A23.

7. Chronology

Recent work related to Bayesian modelling of ra-
diocarbon dates known for LBK sites from the Kuyavia
area has yielded a number of interesting hypotheses
(Marciniak et al. 2022; Oberc at al. 2022). These con-
cern, inter alia: the need to correct the dating of the
beginnings and end of the LBK and the hypothetical
contemporary nature of materials traditionally classi-
fied as phases I-1IB. In the case of phases IIA and IIB,
we can probably venture the thesis that these are stylis-
tic rather than chronological differences. The data ob-
tained for household A from the site of Kruszyn 3 sup-
plement the text quoted above in an interesting way.

Two samples from the feature A18 were submit-
ted to the Poznan Radiocarbon Laboratory. Their de-

Table 4. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Radiocarbon dates

Feature Material Lab. BP Cand N BC 1 sigma BC 2 sigma
5177-5141
o 5214-5045 (23.3%)
- + 0 9
A18 tibia, cattle Poz-40681 6180 + 40 0.1%N 0.9%C (95.4%) 5133_5067
(45.0%)
5177-5141
o 5214-5045 (23.3%)
- + 0 9
A18 tibia, cattle Poz-40682 6180 + 40 0.4%N 1.7%C (95.4%) 5133_5067
(45.0%)
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OxCal v4.4.4 Bronk Ramsey (2021); r:5
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Fig. 12. Kruszyn 3, commune Wloclawek. Calibration of radiocarbon dates from feature A18

by the OxCal 4.4.4. package (Bronk Ramsey 2024).

tailed parameters are contained in Table 4. As a com-
mentary, it should be emphasised that the value of
both markings should be assessed highly. They were
made from animal bones obtained from a context
where the likelihood of contamination of the fill was
low. It should be added that the combination (Fig. 12)
of both dates allows us to conclude that the function-
ing of household A at the site of Kruszyn 3 should
be placed in the period 5214-5045 BC (probability
95.4%), probably in the period 5177-5141 BC (proba-
bility 23.3%) or 5133-5067 BC (probability 45%). This
corresponds well with the current state of the discus-
sion on the chronology of phase IIB of the LBK in the
Kuyavia region (Marciniak et al. 2022). In the cited
work, the start of phase IIB is modelled at 5295-5155
BC (with 94% probability) and the end at 5145-5155
BC (with 95% probability).

On the Edge. Summary

The above observations require a brief synthe-
sis. However, in order to carry it out, a certain prior
declaration is necessary. It addresses the issue of the
distinctiveness of the Kuyavian LBK. The issue here
is not its source and taxonomic dimension, but one
related to identity and a sense of distinctiveness in re-
lation to both hunter-gatherer and Neolithic popula-
tions from the South (e.g. Silesia and Lesser Poland).
In the case of Mesolithic communities, this is not in

doubt, while the problem of the functioning of the
local (in the sense: Kuyavian or Lowland) identity of
early agricultural communities is debated (Czerniak
1996; Pyzel 2010). It should be added that I under-
stand regionalism here as a correlation between a giv-
en society and the territory it inhabits, which triggers
ideological attitudes (e.g. political, moral, religious)
and shapes the behaviour of territorial communities.
What is fundamental here is the recognition of a given
area as one’s own, the feeling of “being oneself and at
home” (Bieniada 2013; Le$niak-Moczuk 2018).
Returning to the LBK community from the Kuy-
avia area, the colonisation of this region from baseline
areas required the identification of ecological “loess an-
alogues” across vast areas of the Lowlands. Moreover,
the Kuyavian enclave (“island”) was clearly isolated (in
a geographical sense) from the hypothetical starting
areas for colonisation movements (cf. Czerniak 1996).
Covering this space required exceptional and sustained
efforts. This alone may have underpinned the emer-
gence of a local identity. Let us not forget, however, that
boundaries and identities are not linear in nature, but
are (in the phenomenological perspective preferred
here) experienced and constituted by the experiences
and perceptions of the subject. As Maurice Merlau-
Ponty (1962) wrote, boundaries constitute a dynamic
space of interaction between the subject and environ-
ment, they represent a certain way of experiencing
the world (cf. Tilley 1994; 2010). In this approach, the
boundaries between radically different environments
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define a certain “perceptual threshold” that changes the
way we experience the world. The subject confronting
a liminal experience is, in a sense, forced to recognize
the limits of their own experience, to come into con-
tact with “otherness”, their own identity and way of ex-
istence. Boundaries force us to structure the image of
the world, and crossing them requires reinterpreting it,
adapting it to a new horizon of meaning and experienc-
ing a transformation of perception.

The contextuality (here: regionality) of the un-
derstanding of the border provides a good justifica-
tion for limiting further considerations to the area of
Kuyavia, i.e. the horizon of “being-in-the-world” ana-
lysed here.

The materials discussed in this text from the site
of Kruszyn 3 (household A) provide an opportunity to
trace some aspects of praxis (in the sense of: Baumann
1973) of everyday life reconstructed for the LBK pop-
ulation (cf. Pyzel 2021b). These relate to the selection
of the household location (a), the details of buildings
and spatial planning (b), pottery manufacture (c), the
use of flint and stone tools (d) and the structure of
animal husbandry and consumption (e).

a. Both the geological structure and the features
in terms of lithology, geomorphology and pedology of
the site of Kruszyn 3 were typical of the LBK settlers
from the Kuyavia region, who erected their houses in
the best agricultural areas (Pyzel 2010). It is also worth
noting the social context of the location of household
A from Kruszyn 3. It is associated with the function-
ing of a micro-region with a long history of settlement
(Kruszyn 10; Sicinski et al. 2016) and numerous traces
of it (Pyzel 2021a). Against this background (the mi-
cro-region of Kruszyn), household A is characterised
by its unique location — on the edge of the area subject
to regular exploitation.

b. When discussing the features of LBK settle-
ments from the area of eastern Kuyavia, J. Pyzel (2021a)
suggested the existence of three basic types of spatial
organisation of settlements. The first type is made up of
houses arranged in a row, in the second case the houses
are concentrated around small depressions in the land,
and the third type is represented by single houses,
whose creation was the result of the spatial expansion
of the original highly concentrated villages. Against
this background, household A from Kruszyn 3 obvi-
ously represents type three. The data for this settlement
strongly suggests that this type of spatial organisation
was present throughout LBK’s local history.

In addition, attention should be paid to the features
of the internal organisation of the household. Its axis is
formed by a long pillar house situated on a N-S line. Its
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construction and orientation do not deviate from the
norms known from other settlements of the Kuyavian
LBK. However, what is noteworthy is the estimated
size (approx. 200 m?) of the establishment. This figure
should be treated very cautiously though due to the
building’s not very good state of preservation. Never-
theless, against the background of the micro-region
of Kruszyn, it is exceptionally large (cf. Sicinski et al.
2016). Of course, even larger features are known from
Kuyavia (e.g. Bozejewice 22/23, Lojewo 35; cf. Czerniak
1994; Pyzel 2010). Features from Ludwinéw 7 (houses
1-2) and Janowice 2 (Czerniak 2016; Pyzel 2019b) had
a similar surface area to the longhouse from Kruszyn 3
(household A) which is discussed here.

Although the state of preservation of the long-
house from Kruszyn does not allow for participation
in the discussion on the structural features of the LBK
buildings (cf. Czerniak 2019), certain observations
can be made. It seems likely that the entrance to the
building was located in the south or west wall of the
house. Such an assessment is based on the features of
the pits flanking the hypothetical walls of the building.
All features deeper than the median occurred south of
pit A63. In this zone, clusters of four pits were record-
ed on either side of the building. On the western side
these are pits A18-A20, A22, and on the eastern side
- A21, A23-A25. Interestingly, the deepest features are
distributed almost symmetrically, on an east-west line
(A18-A21, A25). However, there is no similar symme-
try when it comes to waste deposition patterns. The
vast majority (ca. 92%) of pottery was found in features
located along the western wall of the longhouse. Simi-
lar correlations were noted for flint and stone finds and
bone remains. In the latter case, it should also be noted,
that in the pits along the western wall of the house only
the remains of cattle were found, while on the eastern
side — only those of a pig. However, due to the fact that
the number of species-identified remains was actually
small, it is difficult to draw unambiguous conclusions
regarding this regularity.

The concentration of the broadly understood
rubbish (e.g. pottery) in the western LBK households
known from the Kuyavia region is fairly well recog-
nised (Grygiel 2004; Pyzel 2010; 2019a), although it is
difficult to assume that in this case we are dealing with
arestrictively observed norm. Rather, it was one of the
alternative and acceptable ways of proceeding.

c-d. The pottery (technology, morphology, or-
namentation) recovered from the features attributed
to the household which is discussed here corresponds
well with the characteristics of phase II of the LBK
from the Kuyavia region (Grygiel 2004; Pyzel 2010;
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Czerniak 2016). The same is true of the few flint and
stone artefacts (cf. Kabacinski 2010; Domanska 2016;
Szydtowski 2019).

e. The small collection of bones discovered in
household A from the site of the Kruszyn 3 is too
sparse to reliably present the percentages of individ-
ual animal species. However, attention should be paid
to the well-confirmed breeding and consumption of
cattle and pigs, which does not differ from the current
knowledge about the importance of these animals for
the local LBK (cf. Marciniak 2005). What is notable,
however, is the fact the collection in question does not
contain any remains of a goat or sheep. A similar situ-
ation was reported in Janowice 2 (Makowiecki 2016).

In conclusion, the above observations can be
summed up with a fundamental interpretation: the set
of sources discussed in this text constitutes a “minia-
ture” of the early agricultural world reduced to a single
household; a canon of “typical” behaviours replicated
in a single copy. Both the features of the organisation
of the space, the size and shape of the buildings and
the daily activities related to food and diet, the use of
stone and flint tools and pottery do not differ from the
well-documented praxis of the LBK in Kuyavia. I refer
here to Bauman’s terminology (1973) for a reason. His
work presents an inspiring approach to social praxis as
a mechanism that organises reality and creates iden-
tity and opposition: here/inside versus there/outside.
The antonyms cited are, of course, only a fragment of
a more elaborate sequence of associations “tearing”
reality into what is known, safe and the space of ev-
eryday activity and interaction, and what is unknown,
dangerous and occasionally visited. It is from this per-
spective that it is fascinating that the “stage” for the
manifest declaration of group affiliation (LBK) ob-
served in household A from the site of Kruszyn 3 be-
came the eponymous edge of a well-known ecumene.
From the perspective of landscape phenomenology,
this is not surprising, but it should significantly in-
fluence further considerations regarding the reasons
for the breakdown of many aspects of the “practice of
being a LBK settler” after crossing the border which
is discussed here (cf. Rzepecki 2013). However, this is
a topic for another text.
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