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Youth political culture fundamentals: historical agpects

The young people, as the driving force of socigsfrform the integrating
functions at every stage of its development, coimgimnd developing the ex-
perience of previous generations and contributmgsdcial progress. This is
a special group of people who play an importane riol the development of
mankind. Youth is a mirror reflecting and sociabliy in which she lives.
Youth is definitely a social transformer which pides the impetus for the de-
velopment and changes in the depth of social fifepably, not catching the
eyes of most citizens of the state. It is the lreafréntellectual capacity, special
abilities for creativity, unique perspective orelifa particular method of think-
ing, and most importantly, without fear about whall happen next. Youth is
a catalyst of implementation of new ideas, initiet and new forms of life, as it
is an enemy of conservatism and stagnation in gocY®uth is an unconven-
tional group of people in society, who is an actiarer of a new political cul-
ture of a democratic society.

In our view, it would be feasible to examine thditpmal culture of young
people of the late twentieth century and todaygast superficially.

Analyzing the 80s’ political culture of youth, J.©zhegov and M.M. Bli-
nov defined it as a generalized description of angoman who combines the
political education and political awareness witlt@anmon culture, an under-
standing of its civic rights and responsibilitieghwactive practical activity in
the political sphere of society. The political cué of young people expresses its
political consciousness, political experience, tami orientation, political posi-
tions, learned examples of political behavior, anckertain level of political ac-
tivity, which constitutes the identity ideologicabre [[Toaumuueckas kyrvmypa
u monodesicw... 1982: 78.

The understanding of the nature of political cudtirr the 80's of the twenti-
eth century generated by Soviet scientists as mlsgcenomenon allows dis-
closing the content of the category of the “sostgtiolitical culture”, the detail-
ing of which is applied to a specific socio-demgunia group and acts as a of
“political culture of the Soviet youth”.

“Socialist political culture”, according to sciesis of the Soviet period, was
a high type of political culture. Its predecessod aource is the “political cul-
ture of the proletariat”, which in the course oé ttlass struggle has developed
its own forms and methods of politics, politicaihcepts, and ideology, reflect-
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ing its class interests and ensure the implementati its class needs. However,
the “socialist political culture” represents a “pichl culture of the proletariat”,
which obtained the state power, having become hlyen®t the oppressed but
the ruling class. This primarily determines thdatince between the two types
of political culture, which by their nature belomg the same historical type.
While the leading aspect of political culture oé thtruggling proletariat is the
political violence, in “socialist political cultutehe conscious function comes to
the forefront.

The “socialist political culture” as a reflectiori the political relations of
socialism, in turn, serves as a means of improtign. It follows that the es-
sence of the “socialist political culture” as oppddo its other types, such as
“bourgeois”, consists of an extremely high levepofitical activity of the broad
masses themselves in engaging every person inl smeigpolitical activities, in
the implementation of its interests and needs pglitical entity. In this sense,
the “socialist political culture” is a measure stablishment and development of
high social qualities inherent to the socialistetygf personality in every Soviet
citizen.

A characteristic feature of the political “socialculture” also was the fact
that by implementing its political nature, the marsloes not act in opposition to
the social and political system of socialism. Paooing a comprehensive and
harmonious development of each and every one aprarse goal of historical
development, the socialism eliminates the antagomistween individuals and
society, in accordance with which the measure tfigal culture of a personal-
ity in terms of the communist formation was not tlemial of the existing norms
and values, but the “undivided support of the Ppdlcy and the Soviet Union
state, as well as an active participation in thregsfle for implementation of
communist ideals, and the aspiration to follow priily the common interests
serves our great motherland, the cause of commUni3tamumnos 198Q.

Among the constituents of characteristics of thaast political culture is
the fact that its ideological and organizationadibds formed by the “socialist
democracy’[[lorumuueckas kyromypa coyuaruzma... 1984: 170. Understand-
ing the development of democratic fundamentaldhéngublic life, diminishing
the role of the enforcement mechanism and theablaoral regulation, trans-
formation of politics into the tool for managind abcial processes is the main
pathway of the socialist political culture.

Based on the above research of the Soviet scentstmanaged to formu-
late the following concepts of political culture thie socialist type. It is a meas-
ure of implementation of its essential powers ia political relations of the
communist social formation, the degree of awardimgwealth of social ties in
this area of social life which finds its expressinrihe depths of the assimilation
of the political socialist knowledge, norms andued in the communist belief,
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ideological maturity, and active transforming aityivelated to construction of
the communist society.

The definition generated in the Soviet period a#dwo formulate the con-
cept of the “political culture of Soviet youth” &sllows: “The political culture
of Soviet youth” is a measure and a way to implentkee essential powers of
youth as an active participant of social changgsoiitical relations, the indica-
tors of which is the degree of joining the institas of the political organization
of Soviet society by youth, which finds its expiessin the level of social and
political activity, in the depths of the communiisief, the degree of mastery of
the political knowledge, norms and values.

Thus, it is important to state, based on the nabtithe “socialist political
culture”, that the core political beliefs with whithe personality of the socialist
type is endowed, should have included the beliaf Marxism-Leninism was
the only philosophical and socio-economic theorgstmadequately reflecting
the laws of nature, society and man; convictiorn fuomialism is the only social
ideology which actually provides the social eqya#ind creates the conditions
for comprehensive and harmonious development adrall everyone; the belief
that all phenomena of social life must be meastnad the position of the driv-
ing force of social development of the working sland its vanguard of battle,
the Communist Party (which is currently non-effeetand non-functional, and
often acts against the interests of protectiorhefrhajority of citizens); the be-
lief that the relationship between individuals,ioas, and peoples shall be based
on the principles of proletarian internationalisndaollectivism; the belief that
the supreme duty of every Soviet citizen was tagmtoits socialist motherland,
its freedom and independence, and the cause @dhenunist Party; the belief
that one of the highest social values is the cveattork for the good of the
motherland; the belief that participation in socald political activities is
a condition of comprehensive and holistic developimed the individual; the
belief that compliance with both socialist legakms and moral standards is
a necessary condition of life of the individualtérms of the communist social
formation.

On the basis of the foregoing material the fundaaiesocial and political
attitudes that were characteristic of the Soviet rffaocialist personality”) with
high political culture were proved. The major coments of the individual with
high political culture evolved in the propaganddlef current regime and ideol-
ogy to praise the leader of the state and the panty, most importantly, to act
only for the good of the state, and not to thinkuttpersonal enrichment (it was
considered bourgeois) because this was unneceffsty.Soviet people did not
follow the above paradigm, it was considered abtiveon-political, with low
“socialist political culture”, and, what's the mastportant, it could not succeed
in its career development (although it could featexcellent professional quali-
ties, intelligence and talent).
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Today, after the collapse of the Soviet Union amd &#om the same,
Ukraine has passed the way from monolithic to plpdditical culture, but it is
still necessary to form a sense of cultural antbhisal unity of our people. Ac-
cording to A. Sypko, since independence, Ukraire dignificantly updated the
structural elements of political culture, valuekills, guidance, methods and
techniques of political activity. The society gratly becomes accustomed to
political pluralism, diversity of approaches to\dng the pressing political is-
sues, and open expression of its attitude to palitinstitutions. The positive
instruction on mastering the global experienceeasoming the norm, and the
sense of Ukraine’s inclusion into the global po#tiprocess is growing. But the
old Soviet totalitarian political culture, transfioed into a new system of values,
is evident in the form of formal, detached attitudeformal political norms,
values and institutionsCnko 2001: 156]. Therefore the Ukrainian political
culture is controversial because it combines twposmg value systems, totali-
tarian and democratic.

The heterogeneity of political culture of youth athé people is also af-
fected by the regional mentality caused by conéesdi differences, especially
the beliefs and religious practices of the Orthodo® Uniates. Thus, the Greek
Catholics, who are concentrated mostly in Westekralde, gravitate towards
the Western Christianity associated with the Rofamnand the concept of pri-
vate property as well as free development of opgiste life in its dogma. The
Orthodox population of Eastern Ukraine is charamter by collectivist attitude
to the life problems, aspirations for a transpeasgoal, mercy, compassion for
the needy, condescension to human flaws and sbtenOrthodox is subject to
discipline rather under the influence of externiatumstances, and the Greek
Catholic — under the inner ones. You can talk alaogteater willingness of the
Greek Catholic Western states, unlike the Orthdfast, to liberalize the soci-
ety, privatize the economy and introduce the macketpetition. All these fac-
tors ultimately, according to V. Sychova, affea #wolution of political culture
in Ukraine [Cuuosa 2001: 73—74], and in particular young people.

Thus the political culture of youth is a dynamicepbmenon formed under
the influence of economic, social, governmental aeligious processes in
a given state. In turn, the level of political cu# of young people determines
the impact on different spheres of social develaggme
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Abstract

The author of the article made an attempt to aeallge political culture of
Soviet youth of the late twentieth century and eisde the same with the phe-
nomenon of the political culture of modern Ukramiguth.
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