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Introduction

Nowadays human civilization has reached such extr@mits in their atti-
tude towards nature that the mere possibility sfsiistainable development is
under threat. It has been generally recognizedttieimajor cause of the eco-
logical crisis of the modern society is the ignaeuwor disregard for the laws of
nature, thoughtless, exploitative attitude towatls environment and its re-
sources.

At the present stage of social development, hunwéinity does not only
cause environmental threats but, as a German stigi¥l. Meyer-Abich states,
is becoming universal, threatening the integrity rafture as a whole, co-
existence of nature and man [Meyer-Abich 2004: FHjis situation calls for
a necessity to change the current way of life,dortonize the relationship be-
tween man and nature. The main significance optlesent research is, primar-
ily, to understand the impossibility to solve eavimental problems by technical
means only. Philosophical changes are vitally irtgurin this regard, too.
Hence, the importance of environmental educatisra parerequisite for the de-
velopment of environmental safety; it should becaameobligatory basis for
solving urgent environmental and social issuesuoftione.

The problem of environmental education is examimechodern researches
of theoretical and applied character. The praciicglortance of environmental
education is analyzed in the works of Ye. Hirus&akrysachenko, O. Saltovskyi,
M. Khyl'ko, L. Yurchenko. Certain theoretical aspeof the environmental
education are highlighted by V. Derkach, A. Yernmile, T.S. Ninova, Skre-
bets, A.Tolstoukhov et al. Besides, the issuesrdigg the content, objectives,
forms and methods of environmental education weveltdupon in many PhD
theses (A. Vargo, N. Yefimenko, T. Kuchay, L. Mavikoh, Yu. Saunova,
S. Soboleva, L. Titarenko, D. Toporovsky, R. Khangv, O. Chernikov et al.).
However, it should be noted that the social aspefcenvironmental education
are still not scrutinized thoroughly. Thus, thepmse of the present paper is to
give theoretical justification of the essence ofimmnmental education as a ma-
jor factor in developing environmental consciousnesd to characterize its
components.
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1. Subject matter

The environmental problems which steadily affettla spheres of human
life have caused the necessity to raise the négeaxsenvironmental education
of the population. But, in order to resolve sucblgbems, it is crucial to acquire
skilled professionals. Training of environmentapens in different fields of
study (engineers- ecologists, geoecologists, agtogists, specialists in envi-
ronmental law, management and audit, etc.) caresmvtain economic issues of
environmental character. However, it is disputablether it can substantially
contribute to solving global environmental probletmscause it is the task of all
nations to overcome the global environmental ¢risisce it is directly depend-
ent on the level of environmental consciousnessoaiety. General environ-
mental education at all levels should contributed¢ological awareness of peo-
ple and it cannot not be a burden of useless krigeleOne of the reasons that
lead to deepening of ecological crisis, as G.Qabskyi states, is the low level
of environmental education of the majority of exees and government offi-
cials in all countries, and Ukraine is not an exicgp[Biliavskyi 1993: 87].

Environmental education — is a continuous procéssdopting the values
and concepts that aim to develop the skills arithdés which are necessary to
understand and evaluate the relationships amonpl@etheir culture and the
environment, as well as to develop skills in orttemake environmentally ap-
propriate decisions and assimilate the rules ofabieh in the ecological envi-
ronment Conception.. 1995: 4]. But conscious attitude towards natsrenly
possible when every person has acquired ecologidalre and broad environ-
mental knowledge about the laws of nature. The gba&nvironmental educa-
tion is to develop scientific knowledge, outlookdaconfidence that lay the
foundations of a responsible attitude towards ttwdogical environment.

One of the key documents that determine the conbéptctives, and struc-
ture of the environmental education is the Conoeptif the environmental edu-
cation in Ukraine. According to this document, eomimental education shall
involve all ages, professional and social groupsd,iashall pursue the following
principles: consistency and continuity; providingnditions for the formation of
ecological culture on different levels of educatitotus on the idea of the integ-
rity of nature; interdisciplinary approach to tleerhation of ecological thinking;
interaction of local history, national and globlinking that promote deep un-
derstanding of environmental issues at differemelie specificity and objectiv-
ity of knowledge and skills; interrelationship abpound environmental knowl-
edge and lofty human values. Accordingly, environtak education does not
boil down to the study of environmentally orientdidciplines. Environmental
education is a combination of the following compuatse environmental knowl-
edge — ecological thinking — environmental outleelenvironmental ethics —
environmental cultureJonception of the ecological 2002: 5].
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The first level of environmental education involvast only acquiring
knowledge, but also creates preconditions of irtlecnlture of a person, devel-
ops readiness to conscious activities concernimmadrgization of the relation-
ship between man and society. What is vital todesy,V. Krysachenko and
M. Khil'’ko ,note, is not just to accumulate envimental knowledge, but to
develop cognitive skills, ability to acquire newdkwledge so that to form the
basis for a new outlook and, hence, to addresgalitjcal, social and economic
issues primarily from the perspective of natureegafrding” [Krysachenko
2002: 468-469].

Having analyzed the scientific literature the authbave come to conclu-
sion that the overall objective of environmentaligation and upbringing is the
environmental awareness of a personality. It iscifige by three main tasks
which are to be developed: adequate ecological emiag subjective attitude
towards nature; and a system of skills and competeftechniques) to interact
with nature.

Environmental consciousness can be defined as iorgambination of en-
vironmental knowledge, thoughts, ideas, confidefeelings, aspirations, con-
ception of interrelationship of society and nature;, common future and deter-
mination of our place in the ecosystem [Varho 208]7:Thus, environmental
consciousness is realized in purposeful meaningfivironmental activities of
people, in safeguarding moral values and envirotahgminciples. Due to the
fact that the environmental crisis — is largelywéel as an ideological and phi-
losophical crisis, which affects human consciousniss necessary to change
the current dominant consciousness in order togmtegnvironmental disasters.
This stipulates, first of all, a system of ecol@jieducation of the younger gen-
eration at all levels of development since theityeage.

The knowledge that the young people gain in thegss of environmental
education contribute to their understanding of ithportance of environmental
issues and rational use of natural resources, ipdtey adopt one of the key
components of environmental outlook — environmem@hsciousness which
originates from logical rethinking of knowledgeartsforming them into beliefs.
This confidence in the need to protect and impitheeenvironment, and to save
resources will determine the values and awarentegeaple, their conscious
attitude towards nature.

The main task of environmental awareness is theldpment of human
creative thinking principles that would allow hdfde set goals that reflect the
real relationship between man and nature in theadyos of their develop-
ment, and to realize these goals, using the whaollenve of human knowledge.
Ye.V. Hirusov states, that environmental consciessns a set of views, theo-
ries and emotions that reflect the relationshipmveen society and nature in
terms of their solutions according to specific abeind natural possibilities. The
author argues that these are the theoretical amdieral prerequisites for solv-
ing environmental problems [Hirusov 1976: 115].

344



Environmental consciousness is based on ideologiwélmoral values, but
it envisages their individual awareness. It is digwed from the knowledge and
beliefs in the relationships of society and natbwesed on environmentally rea-
sonable attitude towards natural resources, andibilgies to apply scientifi-
cally grounded decisions in relation towards nattg#lects an individual's con-
tact with natural ecosystems.

In order to reveal the structure of ecological cimssness of our contempo-
rary, the scholars have identified the key comptnémat reflect his social na-
ture and regulatory functions. In this regard, ssrwinental consciousness in-
volves: conscious acquisition of the norms of difieally grounded, environ-
mentally appropriate use of nature by man, andldpirgy the system of envi-
ronmental beliefs, knowledge and skills on thisidashich will ensure optimal
ecological practical training; learning the ruldsusing engineering, up-to-date
technologies and organization of human activitiesnfthe standpoint of respon-
sible attitude towards environmental issues andicgin of environmental
legislation, ecological situation that has emerigeiehdustry in the region and in
the state, as well as on a global scale; undersiguraheself as part of nature,
which is the source of human health, humanity,igé@tr moral, aesthetic, and
other features, perception of nature as socialeviginova 1998: 158].

A high level of environmental awareness promotesscimus deepening of
ecological knowledge and using them to wisely cistewith ecological envi-
ronment, rationalization of nature use. The lefedrvironmental awareness of
young people depends on the level of developmesuch features as: environ-
mental concern, a sense of responsibility for mapreservation, love of nature.
Of great importance in this respect are directactstwith nature, which make it
possible not only to realize the environmental fots facing the society in
their general form, but even to formulate thesélenms in some cases.

Environmental knowledge is a prerequisite for tegedopment of environ-
mental consciousness, and the environmental ouitike result of their suc-
cessful mastering.

N.V. Lysenko emphasizes that environmental educati&als not only with
environmental protection, but it is an importanmpmnent in the formation of
human basic vision, comprehensive development efr thpiritual qualities
[Lysenko 2003: 53]. The key to development of egmal culture of every indi-
vidual and the society as a whole is well-organizggdtem of environmental
education. Environmental education should resuli lm|armonious combination
of a sense of duty and responsibility with a sesfsedmiration by the grandeur
and beauty of the real world. Only such unity wilbtivate students to engage in
environmental activities. Therefore, modern edwrashould be environmen-
tally oriented, notably, based on the latest aan®nt of environmental re-
search, considering its key trends [Lysenko 208364].
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Conclusion

Thus, modern environmental education in its thémmkpart should be ex-
tended to the scientific understanding of the wdér@dmony — nature, man and
the principles of their optimal interaction. Thejaatiives of environmental edu-
cation should be: learning — acquiring environmehteowledge and practical
experience in solving problems in this field; ediga— formation of coherent
environmental attitudes; intellectual developmeabiity to analyze cause-and-
effect relations of situations and to choose sohgito environmental problems.
Today, the main objectives are to develop envirartaieculture of our nation
and raise their environmental consciousness. Emviemtal awareness and be-
havior of students should be based on an integlisary approach, when the
relevant information is included in the contentvafious disciplines, primarily
of natural cycle. In the academic training prodegsvery important to use such
forms and methods of work which will ensure thefpumd formation of stu-
dents’ environmental consciousness, in spite ofsti@tcomings in the educa-
tional programs. Further research on this topit¢ edgler the role of knowledge
and the capacity of academic disciplines in devatppcological consciousness,
studying the mechanism of the emergence of envieoah values, reasoning of
environmental ethics, working out recommendatiamscerning the context and
procedure of raising the level of environmentatund.
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Abstract

Understanding the phenomenon of environmental eéducand implemen-
tation of its principles in the cultural life of paontemporary is an urgent prob-
lem of today. The integrity of the natural enviramhfor human existence, and
the acquisition of skills necessary for an inditlin the contemporary society
depend on the level of environmental upbringing andironmental education
of people, and the younger generation, in particiEavironmental education
aims to help people understand the causes of emental changes and to pro-
pose the ways to prevent them.

The article highlights the aims, subject matter &uliarities of environ-
mental education, its influence on the formatior¥ironmental consciousness
of the younger generation in Ukraine. EnvironmeRktadwledge is regarded as
a prerequisite for the development of environmentaisciousness, and their
successful acquisition forms environmental outlook.

Keywords: environmental education, environmental knowledgeplogical
thinking, environmental outlook, environmental ctinsisness, environmental
ethics, environmental culture, ecological environine



