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Role of international experience in development ajender
education

Most of Ukraine's population, including women theitass, believe that
awoman by her nature should be primarily a motheat a guardian of the
hearth. We are strongly opposed to this statentieoigh. The reality is that the
values and priorities of the majority of citizemsformer Soviet republics have
changed. In the present conditions of society’sttgwment the ,boom” around
such notions as gender, gender equality, gendsitiséy, gender identity, gen-
der costs and benefits etc., has forced many peegtecially the young to pon-
der what ,,gender” means, actually.

The term ,gender” emphasizes that society defimegam male and female
roles and a just society should change them towamdre equitable distribution
of resources and revenues, rights and responigbililt is important to realize
that gender issue does not undermine the foundatibhuman society, accord-
ing to supporters of traditional values, but ishesita way to achieve true har-
mony and equal rights.

In Soviet times, these issues were observed witlténso-called ,women’s
guestion” and were not perceived seriously by neseas. Slogans of equality
of all Soviet people were proclaimed and, therefposed problems were auto-
matically closed. In fact, in the early 1980s thebpem of gender equality could
not find a proper investigation and resolution.

Widespread use of the concept ,gender” and gendeies in the U.S.A.,
Canada, Scandinavia significantly influenced theettgoment of social norms
and notions of relationship between sexes and w@mearcation. Scientific
knowledge, in turn, stimulated a change in massaonsness, promoted the
development of appropriate values and standardsléfimed the content of new
laws, contributed to transformation of moral, ttemtis and institutions.

The logic of self-development events, developmdnmtesv political and so-
cial structures in Ukraine served as a real basisahd gave rise to women's
studies as a new direction of research.

The gender component is taken into account by tieetd Nations as one of
the main aspects in assessing the level of thetogs development. Hence, all
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specialists today are expected to possess the meoodés [Stakhnevych,
Dankevych 2011]. Age stereotype notions about tdigfiémale and male image
have been created by people and distributed tonaihbers of either gender,
regardless of their individual features and age.

Ukrainian scientists made valuable contributiortite research on gender
problems, gender in education and science: foreiperience, historical por-
traits of female scientists, gender problems ataheur market etc.

Great influence on the development of the first wals studies in 1993—
1995 was shored up by the nationwide conferenag nelthe largest women's
organizations in Ukraine — the Union of UkrainiaroMen (Soyuz ukrainok),
Women's Society (Zhinocha gromada), Women's Uniddkoaine (Spilka zhi-
nok Ukrainy).

The memorable meeting (1997) with the represemstdf women's organi-
zation ,Women in Science and Technology” (lowa esthiniversity, USA) —
Professor Ardith Maney and her colleague Mary Amaris, sharing ideas and
our own experience with them inspired female-lemtsiof the National Agrarian
University (now National University of Life and Emenmental Sciences of
Ukraine) to set up a non-government women's orgdiniz (NGO) — association
~Women in Agricultural Education” (February, 1998his in turn promoted the
study of current problems — problems of gender kguia independent Ukraine.

Female members of the association participatedaimynmternational events
on women's issues — National Tripartite Conferghi¢emen in the labor market
of Ukraine Congress”, National Congress ,Women lan \terge of the twenty-
first century: status, problems and ways of sodmlelopment”, five interna-
tional scientific conferences ,Women in Science &ulication: past, present
and future”, six international congresses (FiNuT)Frauen in Naturwissen-
schaft und Technik” and many others. ConferencesBuents became a forum
for communication, presentations of scientific eesh, searching for scientific
environments and establishing mutually fruitful @arts among scientists and
activists.

The women representatives of the NGO of the Natitimversity of Life
and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine presentett #ehievements to both
Ukrainian and foreign female public, in particular:

- the system of training of scientists at the Natidkgricultural University;
— some approaches to gender and leadership;

— the personality status and scientific knowledge;

— the system of training of scientific researchefemale aspect;

- marriage-family situation and development of a peatity;

— gender stereotypes as a social and psychologicblgm;

- formation of sex-role identification of students;

— professional maturing of female students;
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— professional burnout and a lecturer;
— gender and personality, and many others.

In addition, members of the association provideciiral advice to students
in writing resume, finding information on grantsdaimternational conferences,
hold workshops on current youth issues, etc. NiRdgush and Andrew Shwalb
— masters from Canadian province Saskechevan visaa gounselling in writ-
ing master's thesis ,The role of women in Ukrainggmiculture”. The dialogue
with the Canadian masters who came from far awayrite about our women
made us conclude that we should extend our aefivith studying the problems
of ,heartland” and its female residents. Eventually were engaged by the
Committee on Families and Youth of Ukraine and tinyi of Agriculture to
participate in the sociological research ,Rural ifgrim Ukraine”, which focused
on such issues as ,rural woman”, ,rural family’ural youth” etc. The results of
the research on these issues were published itiexctoe monograph ,Social
problems of the position of rural families in thenditions of development of
independent Ukraine”; two members of our NGO waneiag the authors of this
monograph.

Another aspect is cooperation between the reprasesnif Hamburg Tech-
nical University, member of the NGO ,Frauen in Natissenschaft und Tech-
nik” — Dr. Helene Gotchel (PhD) and representatioesur NGO — association
~Women in Agricultural Education” (National Univeétg of Life and Environ-
mental Sciences of Ukraine). This collaboratioowa#td us to:

— expand the vision of gender relations in Germarg/iarour country;
— exchange teaching experience;
— attend the lectures and seminars of both GermanJ&nainian colleagues

.Degenderization society” and , Ethics and psychglogfamily life”;

- hold two international scientific workshops: ,Natuof gender” (2004) and

.Degenderization society” (2005).

Participation of representatives of the same as8oni in the summer
school — seminar ,Women in Science and Technoldépytva, USA) contrib-
uted to acquiring particular knowledge and skiligjuding:

— work in an international multicultural groups;

— development of leadership skills;

- expanding the scope of business and friendly congatian;

— tolerance towards opposing views;

— acquaintance with the problems of women and taaitof foreign countries.

Thus, the experience, knowledge and skills wouldubed in conducting
classes and workshops with students. Gender edocatcludes the study of
relationships between men and women in societgghation of gender equality
in education requires the introduction of a spesiddject and special courses on
gender issues.
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Being the students of educational institutions yppeople study different
disciplines connected with their future speciaffpme young people are more
open to acquiring new information, knowledge, whsrethers care only about
how to get higher education diploma quickly anuifa well-paid job, still oth-
ers hope that someone (e.g. parents or a spongbhelp them live or survive
without attempting to make their living by themsadetc.

That explains why it is vitally important for stuts, apart from the knowl-
edge of special disciplines, to get acquainted wifferent social problems of
human interrelations. Our main idea is to help yppeople understand their
roles, help them ,awake” from infantility and ta&e active position in society’s
renaissance. Here are some ways:

1. Getting knowledge about society’s problems by meatnisitroducing new
educational courses. More thanten years ago wedinted such disci-
plines: ,Psychology of management”, ,Psychologyhofman relations”,
.Family and everyday culture”, ,Fundamentals of dgen pedagogy and
psychology”, ,Conflict management”, ,Social psycbgy” etc. We are try-
ing to bring young people closer to the topic bydiolg educational courses
mentioned above to such topics as: ,Rights andeduti,Gender”, ,Norms
and Limits”, ,A leader by birth or by virtue of daite education and upbring-
ing?”, ,\What does gender equality mean?”, ,Howoid conflicts?” etc.

2. Improving forms and methods of delivering lecturesminars, workshops
etc. We make use of European and foreign educégoparience.

3. Involving students to role-playing at seminarsifactole games).

Holding workshops and talk shows to deal with cotrroblems.

4. Exchanging experience with foreign partners, sdientesearch centers;
non-government organizations; participating in fgrojects etc.

Hence, developing new educational courses and vimganethods of train-
ing in the higher educational institutions will pdboth the young generation as
well as the adult people to cognize the peculesitof a human being, to
find their place in the complex human relationshépsl understand continuous
changes in the world today etc.

Thus, in modern Ukrainian society the problem afviing gender equality
grows in its importance. Today we face the probt#mvorking out a mecha-
nism to ensure equal rights and opportunities fiih [sexes. The starting point
to resolve this issue is Article 24 of the Consiita of Ukraine, which reveals
the real prospects for pursuing gender policy. 8wither problem arises at this
stage — ,artificial imposition of this policy frombove”, without creating a cer-
tain axiological basis. To form the latter whicleripaps, is the most important
role of education, starting with training parentsl &nding with the education of
parents, since they primarily need to learn theo&ntaising children. In turn,
educational institutions require changes, modetioizaadditions, corrections in
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the training and educational programs. Thorougkaeh into this area is cru-
cial, especially when taking into account that lelidhed through centuries
stereotypes change hard and slowly. This requimege tand science-based
mechanisms. Our scientific community has alreadssed the stage when the
problem is just stated and passes on to what t@vertyone and further on to
find together the appropriate mechanisms to estaplarity gender. At this stage
it is necessary to study the experience of Wedtemope, which in this respect
is a step forward, since they worked out some nm@shes, introduced them and
now analyzes their effectiveness or ineffectivensssthat to choose the most
optimal ways.
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Abstract

Developing the new educational courses and impgomiethods of training
in the higher educational institutions will helpthhéhe young generation and the
adult people to cognize the peculiarities of a hureing to find their place in
the complex human relationships and understandreemts changes in the pre-
sent world are shown in the article.

Key words: gender, non-government organizations, developmeshication,
new courses.

Posib MesKIyHAPOIHOr0 ONbITA B PA3BUTHH F'eH/IEPHOI0 00pa30BaHuUs

Pe3ome

Pa3paboTka HOBBIX 00pa30BaTEILHBIX KypCOB M YIyUIICHHE METOIOB
00OyYeHHsI B BBICIINX YYEOHBIX 3aBEICHUAX IIOMOTYT HE TOJBKO MOJIOIBIM
JIIOJIIM, HO M B3POCJBIM y3HATh OCOOCHHOCTU YEIOBEKA HAXOJIUTh CBOE MECTO
B CJIOKHOM CHCTEME 4YeJIOBEUECKHX OTHOIICHHWH ¢ TNOHHMATH ITIOCTOSHHEIC
M3MEHEHUS B COBPEMEHHOM MUPE MOKa3aHbI B CTAThE.

KiroueBble cjioBa: reHIep, HETrOCYNAapCTBCHHBIC OpTaHW3aIlH, DPa3BHUTHE,
obpazoBaHne, HOBBIC KYPCHI.
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Rola migdzynarodowych déwiadczei w rozwoju ,pedagogiki gender”

Streszczenie

Whprowadzanie nowych kierunkdéw studiow i poprawa gdenhauczania
w szkolnictwie wyszym nie tylko pomze w rozwoju miodzigy i dorostych,
ale rownig umazliwi rozpoznanie cech czlowieka utatwiajch znalezienie
przez kadego swojego miejsca w zZianym systemie relacji railzyludzkich
I zrozumienie cigtych zmian w dzisiejszymdwiecie. Wignie te zagadnienia
przedstawiono w artykule.

Stowa kluczowe: pte¢, organizacje pozagdowe, rozwoj, edukacja, nowe kie-
runki studiow, ,pedagogika gender”.
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