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The effectiveness of teaching a foreign languagertugh
mass and electronic media

Much of our time as language teachers are taketeaghing vocabulary,
phonetics, grammatical structures; presenting thesting and so on.

But when our students have learnt them, we haveptbblem of getting
them to use their knowledge for purposeful oral camication. Instead of the
idea that students should use language until th&g mastered its structures to
a high degree and only then begin to talk freelis how accepted that alongside
with oral practice we should include mass and ededt media methods at the
English lessons right from the beginning. Most sesrnow emphasize the im-
portance of fostering learners’ ability to commute in the foreign language
rather than their skill in constructing correctteeces. It is however worth noting
that if communication practice is one of the maspartant components of the
language learning/teaching process, it is alsodfriee most problematical. It is
much more difficult to get learners to express tbelnes freely than it is to ex-
tract right answers in a controlled exercise. Tlostrmatural and effective way
for learners to practice talking freely in Englishto use the modern electronic
media and to discuss information in the classroom.

At my English classes | also never fail to use ppostunity to emphasize
the value of newspapers in language teaching ardifg or if not available to
use news from Internet because the use of electroass media is becoming
more popular nowadays. | conclude my lesson wighaitivice for my students to
read newspapers and always add that they will lerthieir English. | would like
to share some ideas about usefulness of readingpa@ers in teaching English.
During my teaching experience | soon realized tl®vspapers can be used to
teach many aspects of language and communicatitis lditorials and gossip
columns, serious and lighthearted newspapers carsé@ to teach formal and
informal varieties of English. Editorials and fe@articles can provide passages
for summary and comprehension; letters to the edaa demonstrate good fea-
tures of letter writing; reports on court procegdircan illustrate questioning tech-
niques; and various articles can provide direct @pdrted speech for grammar
samples of study. Of immediate benefit is the that one issue of a newspaper
may contain material for teaching various typesvofing; description, analysis
and synthesis, comparison and contrast, and praEessiption; and they pro-
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vide models of good written form: paragraphing,i¢cogentence, introductions,
conclusions etc.

Homework assignments requiring students to list lamaly to class the vo-

cabulary items and expressions they encounterwspapers have become im-
mensely valuable. | have used authentic newspapel®lectronic media exten-
sively because they have certain qualities thatembkm effective as teaching
tools. There are different kinds of activities whigou can creatively use at the
lessons involving the whole class. One of the nmistesting activities for stu-
dents is ,Political discussion club” when discugsbreaking news articles stu-
dents enjoy expressing their own point of view offedent political issues.
Various word games facilitate quick memorizing efuspaper vocabulary. At our
English lessons we use TV and watch BBC and CNNsnéyter that, | make my
students write a newspaper article with a speaairoentary on it. Availability;
a teaching tool has no value if it is not availalitethe absence of other materi-
als newspapers are the most readily available §imdéinguage teaching aid.
Relevant parts of newspapers can easily be mektiptly photocopying and
made available to the class.

Of course we have to use different newspapersraessons: authentic and
local newspapers, which are published in Englistifferent cities of Ukraine,
news from Internet BBC or CNN. The higher the gyadif newspapers the bet-
ter the language teaching aids they make. Thecerisinly no better agent of
good language teaching than the language teacimselii The teachers should
take the papers to class and show his studentsndmxeptable elements of lan-
guage in them, be they misspelling, ungrammatioaktructions or wrong form
of words, emphasize some specific structures, ecudrate on newspaper vocabu-
lary and so on. The mass media can facilitate Ehghnguage teaching and
learning and we educators have to seek for new aaganethods how to make
our classes more interesting and challenging forstudents. We should also
encourage our students to find and use more infismdrom Internet, elec-
tronic media because they contain the newest irdbam and provide the stu-
dents a wide choice of information they need fokimg their presentations or
just use it for different purposes in order to o their language.

Most newspapers are linguistically up-to-date aravige valuable linguis-
tic data. They may be used for the wide varietieaf types and language styles,
not often found in textbooks. At the same time, saypers provide a natural
source of many of the varieties of written Englisht become very important to
students, and valuable for language study as tliests progress. So, they may
be used as supplementary material and examplestianalysis while analyzing
different types of texts. The variety of subjecisl dopics makes newspapers
interesting and motivating for the students to weith. Newspapers report real-
life events, and this arouses students’ curio$itgwspaper-based activities in
the classroom may engage students in enjoyableitadiand encourage their
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further reading. Newspapers are an invaluable sonir@uthentic materials. The
more students read, the more they want to explore.

Newspapers are also a great source for ESP teadteg can be used as
teaching materials to develop students’ languagks.skhey can be used effec-
tively with a wide range of levels from elementtmyadvanced, either interpreting
them or using them as they are. The committed exadtan design exercises to
develop reading comprehension, critical thinkindlskwriting skills, grammar
skills, vocabulary, map/chart reading skills, geguny skills, social study skills
and more. Having a lot of newspapers and informatie teachers should be
careful with the way how to organize a certain\aistiusing them. So, they are
particularly suitable for mixed-ability classes,pdading on the activity, ques-
tions etc. In planning a lesson using a newspdpeteacher should take into con-
sideration the length of the article, paragraph, dbmplexity of the language, the
density of information, the time available andlthee| of the students.

Nowadays, we are living in a period of rapid tedbgaal changes in mass
communications. Through Internet, we are now ablgctess thousands of news-
papers and magazines worldwide. Internet has istrgly become a major
source of newspapers and magazines for languagieetsa just find the web site
and use it. But we should be very careful in chepsiuitable newspaper materi-
als to use with our students. Another very imparissue about newspaper use is
materials collection. It is an on-going process amdth doing it. Choosing and
collecting short articles, weather forecast, adsements, headlines etc. is a hard
task, but we may use them at a later time and riane once for different stu-
dents. So, it is necessary to be very careful gaoizing newspaper materials.
Once we start collecting them we should begin thigko organize them, put
under certain categories, systematize them ei€ gibod to categorize the mate-
rials under certain titles, headlines, advertiséseetc. or under topic titles,
sport, cinema, relationship, according to languagel of students etc. Of great
importance are the use of the photographs andriliens. We should be careful
to prepare these materials in good quality to heentagain and again, and with
every passing year we create folios and enrich thiieen photocopy what we
want for students’ use.

We should not avoid using newspapers in the classronly thinking that
they are difficult for our students. It is true thiae language there is difficult, but
after all it is authentic. There are several wafysnaking newspaper materials
usable for the various levels of students, by selgénteresting newspapers and
the students will be interested in reading themaadld skip some difficult ex-
pressions. ,Grade the task — not the material'vielaknown maxim in language
teaching. In spite of the difficulty of the textbe task should suit the level of stu-
dents, this is more important than the difficulfytioe text. The involvement of
students in pre-activity, while-activity preparatitechnigues, in the selection of
materials and in carefully designing the taskglaeekey to success.
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The newspaper activities might be a lot, intergstamd multidimensional.
They might be about the headlines, headline cortibims articles, categorizing
articles, news flash, putting it back together,hexwging the news, ranking arti-
cles, press conference, filling in the gaps, newsrief, photographs, famous
faces, photo stories, moving pictures, puttinggloture in the story, advertise-
ments, classifying adds, role-plays ads, job ir¢sve, horoscopes, problem
page letters, TV guides, cartoons and acting odb@as, strip cartoon stories,
weather forecast, predicting the weather, matchiegther forecasts, newspaper
reading corner, newspaper puzzles, crosswordsjramy many others. There
are different kinds of magazines.

As with newspapers, magazines are resources flaralift subjects, cutting
out pictures and passages associated with partitapiacs. Magazines are also
sources in language development in providing paguio stimulate verbal or
written stories. For example, they may be used iftroducing colors and
clothes, means of transport, short stories, stitimgaicture discussions and for
other supplementary materials as well, which cavéopic that may be under
discussion in a language class. As for the ways tiowse magazines in the
classroom we can refer to the ideas and clues divethe newspapers. Both
newspapers and magazines have a lot of thingshimaom.

Using various kinds of media in the classroom hHasys been a challenge,
and how to bring these media in the classroom isentltan a challenge. Stu-
dents and teachers should be able to use in tlessrooms different media
through different technologies. Media provide teashand students with crea-
tive and practical ideas. They enable teachersetet various needs and interests
of their students. They also provide students witlot of language practice
through activities using newspapers, magazinesio,ralvV, movies, books,
Internet etc., and tasks which develop readingtinvg;i speaking and listening
skills. They entertain students and encourage mgaHinglish in general, both
inside and outside the classroom, promoting extenstading by giving the
students the confidence, the motivation and thktyabd continue their reading
outside the classroom. Media ,inform, amuse, pyzahger, entertain, thrill, but
very seldom leave anyone untouched”.

Bearing in mind all these features and positivauirgf media in education
I thought to undertake this study to give my modesttribution to the en-
hancement of teaching and learning English. | uodé&ra lot of surveys, ques-
tionnaires and interviews to make this issue memsymasive and more practical
for the students. Based on my experience and tiy &t this field | also aimed
at giving some practical advice and tips how to meelia in the classroom. As
classroom teachers it is necessary to bring madgmeour classrooms exactly
for all these reasons mentioned above. We shoulérstand the media, the
messages they give and their influence upon us, thogxplore this abundant
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information and set up liveliness media creatéhalife of people and why not

in the classrooms where students spend a lot oftthes.

It has been almost five years that the followingsjions have always been
in our mind :

1. How can mass media help my students speak more?

2. How can classroom mass media presentations hefpudgnts speak fluently?

3. How can | help my students not to forget what tleeyn through mass media?

4. How can we exploit a piece of learning materia¢dtl by various mass media?
From my own teaching experience | know that theeermaany other ways,

hundreds to maximize the use of electronic medthearclassroom. Here are some

answers to the questions:

1. Media provide huge information, they motivate studeto speak and help
them integrate listening, reading, talking and mwgtskills, through various
kind of activities.

2. Power Point is a good example for making presemtatwhich help students
speak freely and, organize ideas. Through Mediadntations there is more
communication and collaboration among studentsjewbrking with the
pages of a book is more individual, less collabeeadnd less interactive.

3. Atthe click of a mouse you can find a lot of infaation but at the same time
you have the feeling that there is little memoraain the brain and stu-
dents may forget everything, so, try to selectrtfeest important things and
review and review till they are located in the léegmn memory.

4. We can use a piece of learning materials offereddnypus Media in several
different ways through: analyzing a text on theeenr reading and generating
ideas from a text in the newspaper or magazineshivag and discussing a TV
program or a movie, classroom presentations, eseycnd activities using
various kinds of Media, pair and group work, re¢nnging the text based on
the above information brought from different mediagaging students in use-
ful writing and revision activities, etc. Once wemtion the phrase ,Multime-
dia in Education” it comes to our mind technologymputer, Internet etc.
Media education is important especially in learnanfpreign language be-

cause it develops students’ creative powers fosghmages, words and sounds

that come to the students from various media. Thregting more active and
critical media users, who will always be more dediag in the future. Media

education has to do with film and television, prasd radio, their impact on the
students’ progress. It has to do with what to tehobugh media, when and how.

Its aim is to enable students to develop critibaiking, analyzing and reflecting

on their experiences while using various meansexfien
Media today have an enormous impact as well agrefec media. They

have become so important that it is rarely thatcewe live without them. Every
morning we may wake up with the radio music in biaekground, or we play

a tape while having shower or being dressed. Someuway run to the PC or
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laptop to check the mail on Internet or the news.tka® way to school or work
we may grab a newspaper and have a look at thdimesdAt school we may go

to the library and consult a lot of books and magss for our research project.
At home we may watch television for a while, etack of these experiences
puts us in contact with a medium, or channel of momication. Radio, books,

records and tapes, newspapers, magazines, moelesgision, on-line media,

new media, all these are called mass media, ttehmnany people at one time.
In the years to come, media will become more pérgasnderstanding them
and their influence will be crucial to wise use.
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Abstract

At present, during teaching foreign languages meugiphasis is put on
communication skills, speaking, listening and sedpmn linguistic and gram-
matical correctness. The article presents autramsiderations on using mass
media e.g. daily newspapers and magazines as wetlegtronic media e.qg.
Internet, computer programs, written televisiongoemnmes broadcast in Eng-
lish and their positive impact on developing comioation skills in learners.

Key words: mass media in teaching, electronic media in edoicatanguage
teaching.

Skuteczn@gé nauczania gzyka obcego z wykorzystaniem mass mediow
oraz mediow elektronicznych

Streszczenie

Obecnie w nauczanigzykéw obcych ktadzie ginacisk przede wszystkim
na umiegtnosci komunikacyjne, umiefnos¢ prowadzenia rozmowy i rozumie-
nia naptywajcych komunikatow, a dopiero w drugimedzie na poprawnd
jezykowa i gramatyczn. Prezenty tu swoje przemgtenia na temat wykorzy-
stania mass mediow, np. prasy codziennej i czasopiaz mediow elektronicz-
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nych, np. Internetu, programéw komputerowych, ajidgtewizyjnych pisa-
nych i nadawanych wryku angielskim i ich pozytywnego wptywu na rozwija
nie umiegtnosci komunikacyjnych uczych sg.

Stowa kluczowe:mass media w nauczaniu, media elektroniczne wzaauig,
nauczaniegzykow.



