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STRUCTURAL AND GRAMMATICAL
PECULIARITIES OF THE HEADLINE
IN MODERN UKRAINIAN MASS MEDIA

The modern society lives in oversaturated informational space where
mass media becomes the main source of reading and, according to socio-
logical surveys, publicistic texts partially push fiction out of the interests
of the audience [Skokova 2013: 178]. Substantial increase of the sources
of information is linked to the spread of the Internet and a broad cross
media network. Moreover, the access to them from different gadgets (PCs,
laptops, tablets, smart phones) has made the process of getting news easier
in any place where a recipient is. However, lack of time for reading of huge
amount of material leads to the situation when a person does not manage
to read the whole range of the news both in printed and internet-media,
satisfying oneself only with headlines.

Issues of the headline as a structural part of any complete text have
been studied for many decades by the representatives of many scientific
fields: theory of literature, linguistics, psychology, journalistic science,
etc. At present specialists in social communication are actively studying
headlines as an essential part of publications. The researchers underline
that the connection of the title of the material with the text emphasizes
the main functions of a headline: nominal, informative, appellative (con-
tact between the author and the reader), emotive (reflecting the author’s
attitude to the message), advertisingly attractive (attracting the recipi-
ent’s attention) [Dotsenko 2009]. As V. Ivanov states, ‘good newspaper
headline should influence the reader, thus in its essence there is always
the content correspondence, clearness, accuracy, brightness and expres-
siveness” [Ivanov 2000: 110]. Laconism, economy, monosemanticism,
adequacy, evaluativeness, expressiveness, advertisingness and combining
the elements of a headline complex have been always named as the main
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requirements to headlines of printed materials [Kutsenko 2004]. However, in the
cross-media texts the formation of the titles of the materials takes place according
to other rules than in the printed media. It is mostly explained by the fact that
while surfing the internet-media the reader sees only headlines, that is why they
influence the reader’s decision to continue reading the news or not. With this
purpose the authors try to insert as much information as possible into the headline,
breaking the optimal length proposed by scholars - the text consisting of 12 words
is remembered in 100%, and only the first seven elements from longer sentences
remain in the memory [Potyatynyk 2010: 98]. Thus, the headline consisting of not
more than 12 words is considered to be the optimal for perceiving, though modern
internet journalists often break this rule trying to include the whole content of the
article into its headline, e.g. Six citizens of Russia who possibly were military or
connected with terrorists were not allowed to come to Ukraine - B Yxpainy e
nycmuau wicme epomaoan P®, saxi mosicymsv 6ymu iticbkosumu abo noe s3anumu
3 mepopucmamu (HB, 27.01.17), Almost half of the Ukrainians surveyed are satis-
fied with their health, go in for sports and do not suffer from loneliness - Matisice
NOJOBUHA ONUMAHUX YKPAIHYIE 3A0080IeHa C80iM 300P08 M, 3AUMAEMbCA CNOP-
mom i He cmpadicoae 6i0 camomuocmi (1D, 25.01.17), etc. The presented headlines
characterize the event in details and are considered to be semantically exhaustive,
that is, they do not demand further concretization with the help of the text of the
article or message. On the other hand, such titles of information materials are hardly
perceived because of their length and are not remembered in full range — only
several first words and the main idea are fixed in the memory.

A comprehensive study of headlines led to different classifications based on
various criteria. Thus, I. Gal’perin differentiates several types of the headline on
the basis of information conveyed in it [Gal’perin 1981: 134]; M. Tymoshyk offers
to classify headlines according to the features of the content [Tymoshyk 2006:
252-256]; V. Zdorovega differentiates headlines according to their contextual
filling [Zdorovega 2004: 108-109]; O. Tertychnyi defines various types of head-
lines on the basis of the emotional influence on the recipient [Tertychnyi 2004:
82]; H. Pocheptsov classifies types of headlines according to their semantic and
structural analysis [Pocheptsov 1971: 271]; V. Karpenko offers a classification
based on syntactical features (informational, incentive, interrogative, exclamative)
[Karpenko 2007: 65].

Despite the fact that scholars of journalism and linguists propose such a variety
of headline classifications, the structural and grammatical analysis of the modern
titles of publicistic materials was held fragmentarily and non-systematically. Thus,
we consider it appropriate to research the syntactic structure of the headlines of
media publications in the recent years (2017-2018) to define the structural peculiar-
ities of modern headlines and the reasons which caused some changes in naming
journalistic texts.
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Taking into consideration the fact that the speed of perceiving information from
the screen is slower than from paper sources (approximately by 30%) [Potyatynyk
2010: 20], it would be logical to presume the tendency to shorten the headline.
However, cross-media demonstrate the opposite one: Ukrainian journalists try to
include the essence of the whole publication into a headline. Due to this method of
introducing the material, the interested reader will continue to study the informa-
tion in details, and those who are not interested will skip it. But wordy headlines
lose (partially and completely) their intrigue functions by disclosing the main
content of the article, and sometimes carrying excessive particularization of the
event.

A headline of any structure and length we consider to be a sentence. Accord-
ing to structural classification of sentences all headlines correspond to simple or
compound sentences. Simple syntactical structures comprise a majority of titles of
publicistic texts both in printed media and in internet media. Such headlines reflect
the main information and in a neutral tone reveal the content of the publication.
The mostly used type of a simple sentence-headline is two member uncomplicated
sentence extended by a few secondary members, e.g.: The youth doesn’t want to
work in the village — Monoow ne xoue npayroeamu y ceni (CB, 21.02.17); Islamists
killed dozens of Kenya militaries in Somali - ¥ Comani icramicmu 6unu decimxu
reniticoxux siticokosux (I'p., 27.01.17); Lukashenko was indignant by canceling
the rap-concert in Belarus — Jlykauienka o6ypuno ckacy8amts pen-KoHyepmy
6 binopyci (YHIAH, 14.12.18). The absence of secondary-member expanders in the
predicative center of the sentence practically always keeps some intrigue, leaves the
question concerning the content of the message without an answer till reading the
whole text of the publication, e.g.: Alliance is expanding — Anvsnc posuupioemovcs
(CB, 07.06.17); Fish is dying — ['une puba (densn, 28.08.18); Baboonism will not
pass — babyinizm ne npoude (YT, 07.11.18); May peace reign — Xail 3ananye mup
(CB, 21.12.18). Thus, in the article “Fish is dying” the topic concerns mass pesti-
lence of fish in particular regions of the country. The reasons are also mentioned:
poisoning by chemicals, abnormal heat, inappropriate work of environmental in-
stitutions, etc. We may conclude that short non-extended two-member headlines
fulfill the intrigue function encouraging the recipient to read the whole text of the
publication. But such titles are characteristic of some public editions which have
been issued for many decades and often continue some traditions of the Soviet
epoch. Internet-media do not use non-extended sentences for headlines preferring
sentences extended with a lot of components.

Most frequently two member sentences include such secondary members as
an adverbial modifier and object. More rarely the attribute is used due to its less
informative characteristics: Ukraine Security Service of Cherkassy region blocked
a contraband of drugs from the European Union for a million hryvnas — CHY Yep-
KawuHu 610Kyeanra konmpabauody napkomuxis i3 €C na minvtion (YM, 27.11.18);
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Occupants shelled the dwelling quarters of Donetsk to discredit the Ukrainian
Military Forces — Oxkynanmu o6cmpinsinau jcumnoei kgapmanu J{oneyvka 3a0s
ouckpeoumayii 3CY (YT, 20.12.18); Ukraine turns to be among Top-100 best coun-
tries for business — Yxpaina nompanuna y TOII-100 natikpawux ona Oizuecy kpaiu
(Henn, 20.12.18). The secondary members of the sentence localize the event in time
and space, referring to the direction of the action towards the object, and, thus,
disclosing the main information which is described by the text of the publication.

One-member sentences of different types slightly yield to two-member
non-compound sentences in their frequency of usage. Among the most frequent,
we can mention indefinite-personal and nominative constructions which are tradi-
tionally used in the place of a headline in Ukrainian mass media texts. According
to the statistics, among the headlines selected within one day in different editions,
the most popular one-member sentence-headlines are nominative ones (55 units),
coming next with big margin - the indefinite-personal (22 units), with even less
frequency of usage - the impersonal (8 units), infinitive (4 units), definite-personal
(3 units). Popularity of nominative headlines has a deep tradition in the Ukrainian
publishing tradition since the Soviet times, and nowadays short, often one-word
titles are mostly spread in paper editions and their online versions (48 out of 55
units). Instead, only journalists of a weekly media “Dzerkalo tyzhnya” use nom-
inative sentences in function of headlines in current news lines, though they may
be extended by secondary parts of the sentence, e.g.: European Union’s reaction
to Trump’s decision to withdraw troops from Syria — Peaxyii 3 €C na piwenns
Tpamna npo eusedenns siticok 3 Cupii; Train crush in Serbia — Asapisi 3 noizoom
y Cepbii; Selling of Tesla and bankruptcy of Netflix: prognosis for 2019 — Ilpodasic
Tesla i bankpymcemeo Netflix: npoenosu na 2019 pix; Shooting in the restaurant in
Vienna — Cmpinanuna 6 pecmopani y Bioni (T, 21-27.12.18).

Short nominative headlines often disorient the reader about the content filling of
the material due to the semantic vagueness or lexical polysemy of the word used in
the title. Because of this, the one-word headlines are used more often in newspapers
with old traditions, e.g. Sil’ski visti founded in 1920: The teacher — Yuumenvra
(CB, 21.12.18); The Difference — Pisnuysa (CB, 16.11.18), Healing — 3yinenns (CB,
06.10.17); The Crane — XKypasenwv (CB, 05.05.17). Thus, in the article “The Crane”
the author uses a word-play with the surname of the main character during the
meeting at the haymaking, comparing it with the name of the bird. But the main
object of the story is an old man with the surname Zhyravel (Crane). The reader can
understand this only after reading the article. Nominative headlines consisting of
two and more words are more often used, e.g.: Healing of the defense — Jlixysanns
oboponxu (YT, 26.04.17); The crisis of ambitions — Kpusa ambiyii ([lens, 14.08.18);
Fake moratorium — @ikmusnuti mopamopiti (CB, 16.05.17); The Duke Myshkin
syndrome — Cunopom kuaza Muwxina (YT, 04.01.17); A quarter of a billion job —
Poboma na usepmo minvapoa (Jdenn, 12.12.18); Collonial business in the Crimea
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— Kononianenuii oisnec 6 Kpumy (PC, 04.02.17); The last front of the Anticorruption
Court — Ocmanniti pponm Anmuxopynyitinozo cyoy (AT, 16-22.06.18); The deep
crisis of the pension system — I nuboxa kpusa neuciunoi cucmemu (CB, 14.04.17).
But such headlines are also characteristic of paper editions, while online-media
do not use them preferring extended two-member sentences which clearly reflect
the content of the publications.

The peculiarity of impersonal sentences is the absence of the active doer of
the action. The reasons for avoiding the direct mentioning of the doer in the
headlines can be different: for supporting the intrigue, the doer is unknown or is
not important for the description of the event, also the mentioning of the doer can
be inserted into the secondary parts of the sentence (mostly into adverbial modi-
fiers of place): “Elimination of the subject in the surface structure of the sentence
does not mean its absence in the semantic structure, that is why it is appropriate
to consider structural and semantic types of such sentences in further concreti-
zation of the text components such as subtitle, lead and in the text itself, taking
into consideration the ways the subject and its types are indicated” [Dotsenko
2009], e.g.: 1) It is planned to aggravate the punishment for poachers in Ukraine —
B Yxpaini xouymo nocunumu noxapanns ons opaxonwvepis (YHIAH, 27.01.17); 2)
The land reform postponed in Ukraine —3emenvry pegpopmy 6 Yxpaini nepeneciu
(HB, 06.02.17); 3) The Kremlin reaction to unsatisfied Lukashelko — Y Kpemni
giopeazysanu Ha Hezadogonenozo Jlykauwenxa (P, 04.02.17); 4) Protests against
the rising bus prices in the Kyiv district — Ha Kuiswuni npomecmytoms npomu
nooopoacuannsi mapuipymoxk (PC, 27.01.17). In the first two examples the subject
of the activity is not as important as the activity itself, that is why the recipient
is little interested in who does it — the action itself is more important. Sentences
3) and 4) include the indirect indication of the doer of the action in the adverbial
modifiers of place: correspondingly, “the Kremlin” means the descriptive indication
of the ruling establishment in the Russian Federation, “in the Kyiv district” means
its dwellers. At the same time, avoiding the mention of the doer of the activity in
such sentences means the author’s unwillingness to indicate the doers exactly. The
great popularity of indefinite impersonal sentences, obviously, is explained by the
opportunity to avoid the direct mentioning of the active participants of the events.

Impersonal one-member sentences indicate the action which is fulfilled without
a subject that is impossible or difficult to define, e.g.: 1) The increase in work
places— Iobinvuwano pobouux micys (CB, 14.04.17); 2) Ukrainians should be
prepared for mass information attacks — Yxpainysam nompiono comysamucs 0o
macosanoi ingpopmayitinoi amaxu (JAT, 04-10.02.17); 3) The UN negotiations in
Geneva concerning Syria are postponed till the end of February — XKeneecoxi
nepemosunu 6 OOH wooo Cupii nepeneceno na xineys momoeo (Ec., 27.01.17);
4) New Ukrainian Orthodox Church is founded at the Unifying Synod in the Kyiv
Sofia cathedral — Ha O6’conasuomy codopi y Coghii Kuiecokiii ymeopeHno Ho8y
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Ypaincoky npasocnasuy yeprey (Ec., 15.12.18). Thus in examples 1) and 2) it is
impossible to define the subject of the action because of the formal grammatical
reasons (the form of the main sentence does not foresee the presence of the subject).
In examples 3) and 4) the authors used impersonal constructions intentionally as
in such a way the attention is paid to the activity, moreover the number of doers
of the activity in these pieces of news is not defined.

From the semantic point of view, impersonal headlines may be divided into the
following semantic categories: defining the state of the environment (Greenhouses
are frozen by taxes — Tenauyi npumoposuno nooamxamu (YM, 31.08.18), It quakes
again — 3nosy 3ampycuno (CB, 07.03.18) — about the earthquake in Iran; or psycho-
logical and emotional state of a person (If it is not cosy at school — Axwo y wikoni
nesamuwno (CB, 17.04.18), It’s fine in Kramatorsk — @aiino ¢ Kpamamopcoky
(VT, 04.08.18), It’s fashionable to be “eco” and “smart” — Moono 6ymu Ha «exo»
ma «cmapmy ([ens, 11.09.18)); statement of the finished action (The Gasprom’s
complaint is rejected — Cxapey «lasznpomy» ioxuneno (CB, 24.02.17), The main
scientific breakthrough of the year by the Science magazine is named — Hazeano
207108HULL HAYKOBUIL NPOpUB poxy 3a eepcicio scyprany Science (AT, 21-27.12.18));
different modality, such as possibility/ impossibility, necessity, constraint of the
action (The New year presents can be wrapped free in Kyiv subway — ¥ xuigcoxomy
MemMpO MOACHA Oe3K0umo6Ho 3anaxyeamu Hosopiuni nodapynxu (Ec., 30.12.18),
Will we have to accept it? — JJosedemvcs smupumucs? (CB, 18.05.18), The collective
imagination should be developed — Ilompibno po3susamu xonexmugny ysagy (JleHp,
21.12.18), It is worth daring — Bapmo nasascumucs (YT, 15.06.18)) and some others.

Infinitive constructions with a predicative center which consist of an indepen-
dent infinitive, are close to impersonal sentences according to their grammatical
and semantic features: Which school should we rely on? — Ha axy wikony onu-
pamucsa? (CB, 13.03.18), To go out of the trade comfort zone — Buiimu i3 301u
mopeogenviozo xomgopmy (T, 01-07.04.17). The semantic peculiarities of such
sentences are dictated by the fact that they express the inevitability and necessity
of the act (The state language is to be — [Jepoicasniii mosi 6ymu (CB, 09.06.17),
To simplify passport regime — Cnpocmumu nacnopmuuti pesicum (YT, 28.08.18),
Not to wait for Godo! — He wexamu na I'ooo! (AT, 04-10.02.17), To preserve mu-
sic in the monastery walls — 36epecmu my3uxy 6 monacmupcovrxux mypax (Jens,
28.11.18)), desirability (7o overcome the boundaries of the possible — Butimu 3a
meanci moocausoeo (YT, 21.06.18), To seize the IMF by the beard — ITitimamu MB®
3a 6opooy (IT, 28.04-11.05.18), To help military doctors — [L]o6 donomozmu ¢hpon-
moegum aikapsam (Jenn, 22.11.18)), advice or instruction (How to resist the society
of entertainment? — Ax npomudiasmu cycninocmey eudosuwy? (YT, 19.07.18), To
“ease” the state ones — Il[o6 «pozeanmadicumuy oepaicasni (enn, 16.02.17) —
concerning private kindergartens; How to stop living in the imitation mode? — Ak
npununumu sicumu 6 pexcumi imimayii (deunsn, 03.02.17)). Both impersonal and
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infinitive headlines are used mostly in paper editions, which are characterized
by non-wordy clear headlines. Among the surveyed cross-media editions only
“Dzerkalo tyzhnya” uses impersonal and infinitive sentences for entitling the online
materials, e.g.: Near the shores of Tasmania more than 100 new deepwater species
are found — Bins bepecie Tacmanii 3natioeno oinvue 100 Hosux 21ubOK0800HUX
suoie (AT, 21.12.18); The most successful Ukrainian theatre people of 2018 are
named — Ha3zsano natiycniwniwux arooeti ykpaincokozo meampy y 2018 poyi (AT,
29.12.18); How to fight the source of corruption — Sk nobopomu neputonpuyumy
xopynyii? (AT, 12.01.18).

Definite personal sentences, which semantically have a clear indication on the
doer of the action with the help of personal endings of the verb, appeared to be
among the least popular one-member sentences for entitling the publicistic texts.
Mass media prefers the 1% person plural, which involves the reader into a common
activity, e.g.: (How) we get rid of the old paint — Ilo30ysacmocs cmapoi ¢hapou (CB,
24.02.17), (How) we refresh the leather clothes — Ocsisxcaemo wikipani éupoou (CB,
10.02.17). The form of the 1* person singular is also used for expressing personal
feeling, thoughts, actions (I don’t want to be unstrange — He xouy 6ymu ceoim (CB,
21.12.18)). The 2" person singular or plural is used for addressing the interlocutor
(“Heritage, be strong!” — «Cnaowuno, mpumatica!y (enp, 20.12.18)). Such forms
of the verb bring the component of participation and non-official communication
into the text. That is why they are not very often used in the headlines of informa-
tion genres, especially in the internet editions.

Avoiding the sentence elements unimportant for the reception causes structural
incompleteness, which is realized with the help of contextually incomplete and
elliptical sentences on the headline level. The first of the latter discloses its content
in the text, thus the headline itself fulfills the intrigue and attraction function
encouraging the reader to find out non-understandable details of the message, for
example: Administered and went away — Ioxepysana i niwna (CB, 12.05.17) — about
the former National Bank of Ukraine Head Valeria Hontareva; On the volunteers’
principles — Ha éononmepcuoxux sacadax (YT, 05.01.17) — about the important role
of volunteers in providing the militaries in the East of Ukraine with everything
necessary; Qutrunning the international law — Hassunepeoxu 3 MidlcCHApOOHUM
npasom (T, 21-27.12.18) — about the Russian aggression against Ukraine in the
Kerch Strait. In contextually incomplete headlines, a part or parts of the sentence,
including the whole predicative, can be broken. Elliptical sentences differ from
contextual ones in the absence of predicate, which is not obligatory for the under-
standing of the headline, e.g.: 4 fine for bulling — 3a yvxysanus — wmpagp (CB,
12.21.18), Control behind bars — Koumponw 3a tpamamu (YT, 20.12.18), Russia over
the hill — 3a nacopbom — Pocis (CB, 14.02.17). To indicate the presence of a phe-
nomenon, the predicative may usually be omitted (Hypertonic crisis of “Ukrainian
saboteur” Dudka — B «yxpaincvkoeo ousepcanmay [[yoxu einepmoHivHul Kpu3
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(AT, 21-27.12.18), Snowfall and 10-degree traffic jams in Kyiv — ¥V Kuesi cniconao
i 10-6anvui 3amopu (1@, 06.02.17)), to indicate the existence of something in a par-
ticular place of time (Childhood under shelling — Jlumuncmeo nio obcmpinamu
(CB, 21.02.17), Spring sowing campaign in danger of derangement — Becuana
nocigna — nio 3azpo3oio 3pusy (Aeun, 16.02.17), Aurochs and bears under ban
—— I1i0 3aboponoio — 3ybpu i eeomeoi (CB, 03.02.17)). Such predicative locatives
“signalise the semantics of elliptical predicate, but its exact definition is impossi-
ble. Most often the meaning of such predicate is defined in a range of synonymic
row or thematic group” [Bohat’ko 2010: 76]. Besides, the absence of predicate
may mean possibility of action or phenomenon (Replanning is up to your own
reasoning — Ilepennanysanns — na eaacuutl poszcyo (CB, 21.12.18)), movement,
moving (From trenches to business — 3 oxonis y 6iznec (YT, 22.03.17)), the pro-
cess of speaking (Zhebrivskyi about the situation in Avdiivka — XKebpiscokuii npo
cumyayiio ¢ Asdiisyi (1D, 04.02.17)) etc. Elliptical headlines are often used as an
appeal for action: Aggressor — to the punishment — Aepecopa — 0o 6ionosiodi (CB,
07.03.17), Grab your axes, woodcutters! — 3a coxupu, aicopyou! (CB, 14.02.17).
Elliptical sentences were actively used in the times of preconvergent journalism, as
they made it possible to present condensed information in a short message. Today,
paper media use elliptical sentences more often than online-media which prefer
extended syntactical constructions.

In publicistic texts, mostly in the internet media, simple sentence-headlines
are often extended by additional information which is expressed in homogeneous
detached parts of the sentence. Though, Ukrainian cross-media often use different
extensions without any important reason for that.

Extension with homogeneous parts of the sentence is approved in cases when
without them the information will be distorted, e.g.: EU and USA called upon
Russia to release Crimean Tatar political prisoner Bekirov — €C ma CIIIA 3a-
kaukanu Pociio 3einbnumu kpumcbkomamapcvkoeo noaime a3us bexiposa (Ec.,
21.12.18), Polish “support” of Ukrainian national railway “Ukrzaliznytsya” and
national manufacturer — [lonvcoka «niompumray «Ykp3anizHuyiy i HAYIOHATLHO20
supoobrnuxa (AT, 17.03.17). At the same time journalists often include excessive
detailing into the headline that leads to extra wording in the title: Within a week 144
houses and 22 flats were damaged or ruined in Avdiivka — 3a muscoens 6 Agoiisyi
b6yu noutkodiceni abo 3pyunosani 144 6younxu i 22 xeapmupu (10, 04.02.17) —
homogeneous predicates should be replaced with “ruined”, and subjects with “166
dwellings”. This would not change the content of the message, but shorten the
form. In the headlines of modern mass media, all types of homogeneous parts of
the sentence are used — both main and secondary ones: Eight women and a child
died because of bombing in Yemen — Bicim oicinok i oumuna 3a2umnyiu 6HACi-
0ok bombapoysanns ¢ €Emeni (B, 16.02.17) — homogeneous subjects; The USA
supported EU sanctions against Russia and warned Germany about the danger
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of “North stream-2" — CLLIA niompumanu canxyii €C npomu Pocii ma 3aseunu
Himeuuuni npo nebesnexy «llisniunozo nomoxy-2» (Ec., 17.12.18) — homogeneous
predicates; French and English fishermen fought in the English Channel for sea-
shells — @panyysvki i aneniticoki pubanku noounucsa y Jla-Manwi uepes mopcokux
epebinyis (YM, 31.08.18) — homogeneous attributes; The weighing of Berinchyk and
Mytrofanov took place before boxing evening in Brovary — Biooynocs 36asicyeanms
Bepinuuxa ma Mumpoganosa nepeo seuopom 6okcy 6 bposapax (1T, 21.12.18)
— homogeneous objects; Strong winds with thunderstorms moved from Kyiv to
Sumy and Chernyhiv districts — Bio Kuesa waneni simpu 3 epozamu noCyHyiu Ha
Cymwuny i Yepniciswuny (YM, 17.08.18) — homogeneous adverbial modifiers.

Detached constructions add additional senses to the content of the sentence,
which promotes deeper understanding of the essence of the information proposed.
Such extension is not characteristic of traditional media headlines as journal-
ists preserved the limits in the length of the headline. But the internet media are
aimed at providing their recipients with clear understanding of the content of the
message, thus the length of the headline has increased considerably. This fact
allows us to include detached constructions into the message structure. Most often
sentence-headline includes detached attributes (NASA has found planets similar
to Earth — NASA 3uatiuno naanemu, cxooici na 3emaro (CB, 28.02.17), The court
released ex-member of “Berkut” who was suspected of murders on Maydan — Cyo
sUNYCMUB eKC-«bepKymisysy, nioo3prosanozo y souscmeax na Matioani (Y1I,
04.02.17)), adverbial modifiers (British diplomats congratulated Ukrainians on
the holidays by singing kolyadka — bpumancoki Ouniomamu npugimanu yKpainyie
31 cesamamu, 3acnisasuiu koasoky (Jens, 21.12.18)), more rarely — the explanatory
part of the sentence which should be given in the text of the publication itself (What
happened that “black Thursday” — February 20, 2014? — LlJo cmanocs moeo
«uopHozo wemeepeay — 20 nromoeo 2014 poxy? (enn, 14.09.18), The book about
volunteers in ATO was extended — the photos and maps were added — Knuey npo
0o6bposoavyie ATO poswupuru — dodanu gpomoepadii i kapmu (PC, 27.01.17)). It
should be mentioned that the quantity of headlines with detached constructions
is not large. It means that journalists mostly meet the requirements of the length
and content of headlines.

Addressing is another component of extension in headlines. The titles of jour-
nalistic texts with addressing always include emotional expressive elements, as
addressing in a publication is not a typical form of presenting the materials, e.g.:
When will you, bribetakers, be fed to the teeth? — Koau eice 6u, xanyeu, Haicmecs?
(CB, 14.04.17) — about criminal management of one of the agricultural companies;
“Heritage, be strong!” — «Cnaowuno, mpumatics!y (Jeuns, 20.12.18) — about the
approval of cultural heritage protection program in Kyiv for 2019-2020. Both publi-
cations bear an emotional component not only in the headline but also in the texts.
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Interrogative sentences (questives) are a separate group among simple sentences
whose function in the headline differs from that fulfilled in the text: “their in-
formative function becomes secondary, putting estimative, expressive, incentive
functions to the first place with the purpose to involve the audience into the material
and to provide interactivity” [Revenko 2018: 127], for example: Why are nightin-
gales grieving? — Yoeo orc cymyroms conos’i? (CB, 10.02.17) — about the moratorium
on land selling in Ukraine; Does the court support the disobedient? — Cyo — na
cmoponi Hecnyxuanux? (Jenn, 16.02.17); How to force national deputies not to skip
parliament meetings? — Hx smycumu denymamis ne npoeynosamu? (PC, 28.01.17);
What can the National Council not prolong the “Radio Vesti” license for? — 3a
wo Haypaoa mooice ne npooosacumu niyensiro «Paouo Becmuy»? (AM, 16.02.17).
Such headlines-questions include the intrigue component drawing the reader’s
attention to the whole article. Besides, headline-questions express the modality
of doubt, which is supported or rejected in the text, e.g.: Will the railway tariffs
be frozen? — 3aniznuuni mapugu 3amopozams? (CB, 10.02.17), Does not Russia
trust Putin? — Pocis ne oopisnioe Ilyminy? (YT, 26.08.17), Do column-shaped
apple trees need clipping? — Yu nompebyromo 00pizku konononodioni soayni? (CB,
17.02.17); headline-questions aim to ease the negative information inserted into the
content of the article: Why is the turnout with Russian Federation growing? — Yomy
s3pocmae mosapoobie 3 PO? (YT, 02.11.17), Will the food prices be freed? — L]inu
Ha npooykmu sionycmams? (CB, 10.02.17), What is wrong with values? — Il]o ne
mak i3 yinnocmamu? (YT, 28.08.18). Headline-question “blocks and eases the
influence of negative information... The negative form in the title of the text leaves
hope for positive outcome, alternative solution of the problem” [Pavlyuk 2010: 289].
But it should be mentioned, that in the Ukrainian media space only some editions
and resources use headlines in the form of questions, at the same time, majority
of media resources do not use such a form at all. On the one hand, it brings the
Ukrainian media closer to the world ones, in which headline-questions are rarely
used [Revenko 2018: 127]. On the other hand, doing this the publishers lose one
of the brightest and most efficient means of involving the readers into the texts.

A complex sentence is very characteristic of most internet-media cases and
practically is not used for titling the text in paper editions. Convergent media
present the further content of the message with the help of a complex sentence,
even by putting some important details into the headline, e.g.: 4 Ukrainian scientist
invented a biopackage which is decomposed in the ground within a month — Yxpa-
iHCbKULL 6UeHULl BUHATIULO8 DionaKkem, AKUL NPOMA2OM MICAYSA PO3KIAOAEMbC
vy 3emai (Ec., 29.12.18), In Mykolayv, the weather will worsen within the nearest
hours, snowfalls and strong wind are expected — Y Muxonaesi 6 naibnusicui 200unu
3incyemubest no2ooa, ouikyiomucs cuiconaou ma cunvnuii gimep (YHIAH, 11.12.18)
and others. Among composite sentences, complex and asyndetic sentences are
mostly used in the function of a headline, while compound sentences are used rath-
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er rarely. Composite sentences we understand as the ones having two predicative
lines of nominative type which are linked by connective or contrastive relations,
e.g.. Historical heritage and tactic steps — Icmopuuna cnadwuna i maxmuyni Kpoxu
(Hens, 20.12.18); Taxes and “yellowvests” — Ilooamxku i «scoemi scunemuy (JT,
21-27.12.18). Though, their amount is not more than 10%, as composite sentences
express mostly static events, but not their dynamics. Absence of the verb-predicate
in nominative predicative clauses claims to nominate some events, e.g. Words from
the tribune and the real life — Cnosa 3 mpubynu i peanii sscummas (CB, 21.12.18);
Intrigues and disinformation — Inmpueu 1 desingpopmayin (YT, 20.12.18), but there
are not any details. Thus, they are mostly used in paper media rather than in the
internet ones.

In complex sentences, the subordinate clause expands and specifies the in-
formation given in the main clause. That is why such headlines always consist of
many words, and that contradicts the requirement to use short and clear headlines,
e.g. What to do to make orchids blossom — LL[o 3pobumu, abu opxioei 3aysinu
(CB, 21.12.18), “Don’t do what Americans say to do, but do what Americans did
themselves...” — «He pobimb me, wo 8am xaxcymo pooumu amepuxanyi, a po-
oimb me, wo amepuxanyi poounu cami...» (AT, 04-10.03.17). The attributive and
objective clauses are used mostly in complex sentences (In the USA the storm has
broken a 227-year-old tree planted by George Washington — Y CLIA wmopm
snamas 227-piune oepeso, sike nocaous Jocopoac Bawunemon (I'p., 04.03.18), It
was declared in Turkey that the military operation in Syria is postponed — YV Ty-
PeUYUHT 02010CUNU, WO BIOKAAOAMb NPOBedeHHs 8ilicbkosoi onepayii 6 Cupii
(YT, 20.12.18)), the clauses of time, manner and purpose are used much more
rarely (While the police is looking for the serial murderer in Florida, the number
of victims has increased — [loku noniyia po3uykye cepitinozo 8ousyio y @nopudi,
yucno toeo sicepms 3pocio (YHIAH, 15.11.17), The years are flying like seagulls
above water — Jlemamw poxu, mos uatiku nao eoooro (CB, 21.12.18), The occupants
purposely kept people in their control points to disrupt the procedure of going out
and in at all posts — Okynauwmu HABMUCHO MPUMATU HA CBOIX DIOKNOCAX 0Ol
w06 nopywumu pobomy ycix KIIBB (Kowmponvhux nynkmis 6 i30y-euizoy) (AT,
21.12.18)).

Combination of the parts of the composite sentence without conjunctions clearly
focuses our attention on the action. Journalists mostly use asyndetic syntactical
constructions combining (naming of enumerated events and phenomena) and
explaining the relations between the parts: National anticorruption bureau of
Ukraine has presented the suspicion of delinquency to Nasirov, doctors — of the
heart attack — HABY (Hayionanvne anmuxopynyiiine 61opo Yxpainu) oconocuno
Haciposy nioospy y npasonopyuienni, aikapi — nioospy ua ingpapxm (PC, 03.03.17),
How houses and plants exist in occupied Gorlivka: broken windows, everything
is plundered — Ak sicusymov 6younxu i 3a600u 6 oxynosaniu I opaieyi. eubumi
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sikna, yce poszpabosano (Ec., 15.12.18). Conditional clauses are sometimes also
used (Protests in Barcelona: many arrested and wounded — Y Bapcenoni axyii
npomecmy: € sampumani i nopaneni (Jleun, 20.12.18)); (The less you have worked
— the less you will get — Menwe npayrosag — menue ompumysamumeus (CB,
13.06.17)). At the same time such headlines often have excessiveness, which should
be disclosed in the text of publication, but not included into the title.

Linguists consider the sentences with direct speech to be asyndetic sentences
too. Such sentences are often used in headlines: Claudia Landsberger: “What
we consider to be the best cinema is not the same according to the American
taste — Knayois Jlanocoeprep: «Te, wo mu 8 cebe 86axcacmo HAUKpawuM KiHo, He
0008’a3K060 € maxum Ha amepurancokuti cmaxy (YT, 18.08.18), Everything points
to the establishment of fascist regime in Russia — according to the words of Russian
professor Yurii Fedorov — Bce tidoe 0o écmanosnenns y Pocii hawucmcevrozo
pedicumy — pociiicokuil npogpecop IOpii @edopos (PC, 04.02.18), After my being
wounded, the information about the war in Donbas appeared in the British news
— photograph Cristopher Nann says — Ilicis moeo nopaneuns ingpopmayis npo
sitiny na Jlonbaci 3’seunace y oOpumancbkux Hosunax — ¢pomoepadgh Kpicmoghep
Haunn (PC, 15.02.17). In such headlines one part includes the direct speech with
the information, other names and the author of the citation. Thus, journalists can
reduce the number of words in the headline preserving the main idea and its author.

We consider the title-presentations, which belong to asyndetic sentences, to
be a separate type of the headline, too. In such headlines the first part is a nom-
inative sentence and the second localizes and narrows it. Using such a structure
the headline defines the main idea of information with minimal number of words,
e.g.: Psychic viruses: invisible weapon of informational wars — Ilcuxiuni gipycu:
Heguouma 30pos ingopmayiiinux eivin (AT, 04-10.02.17), Contract army of Ukraine:
success and drawbacks — Koumpaxmna apmiss Yxpainu: ycnixu ma nedoniku (YT,
05.01.17), How to discover the world with Ryanair: advice of Ukrainian travelers —
Ak 6iokpusamu ceim 3 Ryanair: nopadu ykpaincexux manopisenuxis (PC, 23.03.18).
This kind of headlines is more popular in the internet and paper media. The double
headline, which combines two titles of the same material with the help of the
conjunction “or”, is similar to a title-presentation. In such a way authors present
two different views on the information: On indivisible freedom or What Poland
do we like? — Ilpo nenodinvuy c60600y, abo sxy [onvwy mu nobumo? (Jleus,
16.02.17), A “compass” for learning the native land or Bring love back though
knowledge — Cmeopeno «komnacy 0ns euguents pioHo2o kparo, abo Yepes 3nanns
nosepmamu 0606 (IAT, 25-31.03.17), Predilections for Avdiyvka or The human-
itarian catastrophe inside out — [Ipucmpacmi 3a Asdiiskoro, abo I'ymanimapra
rkamacmpoga nasusopim ([T, 06.02.17). Such headlines are graphically arranged
as two sentences and the second part starts with a capital letter.
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The modern media, trying to attract the reader’s attention, use the extension of
a headline to two or three sentences, including the whole information of the article
in it. The recipient can address the text of such news only for more details, e.g.:
An electronic cabinet of a driver is launched in Ukraine. What will be possible to
do online now? — B Yxpaini 3anycmunu enexmponnuti kabinem 600is. [L[o menep
moxcua Oyoe 3pooumu ouaatin (Ec., 21.12.18), Family doctor. How to choose them?
— Cimetinuti aikap. Ax tioco eubpamu? (AT, 18-24.02.17), “Kept and provided
weapons”. Chubarov told about the activity of Moscow patriarchate churches in
the Crimea during the first days of occupation — «36epicanu ma eudasanu 30porwy.
Yybapos posnosis npo disivricmo yepkos MI1 y Kpumy 6 nepwi oni oxynayii (YT,
20.12.18). Such a type of the headline can be used in any media under condition
of meeting the requirements to the length of the title, because it is not a secret that
trying to attract more readers the authors break the rules of writing journalistic
articles, including the headlines. We consider headlines of more than 12 words to
be unproficient, as it is difficult to understand and remember such headlines after
the first reading. For example: Our counterintelligence service detected a Russian
agent with the call sign “Bar” who was taking pictures of secret objects in Cherni-
giv district for 10 thousand roubles — Koumppo3gioka eusguna na Yepuicieuyuni
pociticbko2o azenma i3 nozugnum «bapy, axuii 3a 10 muc. pyo 3nimas cexpemmi
06’ekmu, — 3MI (Ec., 30.12.18) — this headline of 17 words includes a lot of ex-
cessive information which should not be included in it. Julia Kovaliv: “For the
completion of the gas market reform it is necessary to implement the European
regulations ultimately, not fragmentarily” — IOnis Koeanie: «/[n5 3a6epuiens
pedopmu punky 2azy nompiono nogricmio, a ne hpazmenmapHo, iMnieMenny8amu
esponeticoki npasuna peaynosannsay (AT, 01.07.04.17); Thousands of people from
all districts of Ukraine gathered at the Sofia square expecting the results of the
Unifying Synod and the Head of the New church — Tucsiui mooeii 3 ycix obnacmetl
Yxpainu 3iopanucs na cmonuuniv Cogpiticokiil niowi 6 oyiKy8anHi pe3yiomamis
06’ednasuozo cobopy ma npedocmosmens Hoeoi Llepxsu (Ec., 15.12.18). The given
examples testify to the lack of proficiency of the journalists, as along with the
unnecessary length these headlines include excessive details.

Thus, the proposed research of headlines both in paper and internet media
demonstrates that a two-member extended sentence is the most frequent structural
type. At the same time short nominative headlines are not characteristic of online
media, as they do not disclose the essence of the material. The increasing number
of convergent media has caused the appearance of too long and wordy headlines
which include excessive details of the presented event. But, on the other hand, it
means the lack of proficiency of the authors, the lack of their knowledge about the
requirements concerning headlines. The skill to create an attractive, interesting
and short headline is a sign of proficiency, experience and craftsmanship.
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The list of abbreviations of the media

I'p. — Ukrainian internet-channel “Public television” — ykpaiHncekuii inTepHeT-kanan «I'po-
MaJjicbke TenebadeHHs»: http:/hromadske.ua/

Jens  —“Den’” — daily Ukrainian newspaper — mojieHHa BceykpaiHcbka rasera: https:/day.kyiv.
ua/

/B — Deutsche Welle (Ukrainian version) http://www.dw.com/uk/

AT — “Dzerkalo tyzhnya” — public political weekly - cycmiibHO-IONITHYHHIE THKHEBUK
«JI3epkaino TrxHs»: https://dt.ua/

M — Ukrainian internet media the “Detector media” — ykpaiHCbKe iHTepHeT-BHIaHHS «[le-
TekTop Mexia»: http://detector.media/

Ec. — private Ukrainian TV channel “Espresso TV” — nmpuBaTHUN yKpaiHCHKUH TelleKaHAI
«Ecmpeco TVy: https://espreso.tv/

(] — the “Interfax-Ukraine” company (in the structure of the international information group)

— koMnadis «[HTepdakc-Yrpainay (y CTpYKTypi Mi>KHapoIHOI iHpOpManiiHOI rpyn):
https://interfax.com.ua/

HB — information and news site and journal “Novoye vremya” — iHpopManifHO-HOBUHHHAN
caiiT i xypHan «Hosoe BpeMs»: https:/nv.ua/ukr

P — information and news site — iHpopManiiHO-HOBUHHHM caiT http://replyua.net/

PC — the internet media “Radio Svoboda” — intepuer-Bunanns «Panio CBo6oaay: https://
www.radiosvoboda.org/

CB — Ukrainian information newspaper “Sil’ski visti” — BceykpaiHcbka iHpopmariiiiHa razera
«Cinbcebki BicTim: http://www.silskivisti.kiev.ua/

YM — daily information political newspaper “Ukrayna moloda” — monenHa inpopmaniii-

HO-TIONITHYHA Ta3eTa «YKkpaina monona»: http://umoloda.kiev.ua/
YHIAH - independent Ukrainian information news agency — YkpaiHcbke He3alexkHe iHpopMa-
IilHE areHTCTBO HOBUH: https:/www.unian.ua/

VII —internet media “Ukrains’ka Pravda” — inTepHeT-BuIaHHs «YKpaTHChKa mpaBaay: https://
www.pravda.com.ua/
YT — weekly public political journal “Ukrains’kyi tyzhden’ — moTmxHeBuil CycmilbHO-MIO-

TITHIHUHA 9acomuc «YKpaiHChKUH THXICHB»: https:/tyzhden.ua/
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STRUCTURAL AND GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES OF THE HEADLINE
IN MODERN UKRAINIAN MASS MEDIA

Summary

The article presents the grammatical structure of headlines of modern Ukrainian media.
It is stated that traditional paper media continue the tradition of short headlines including non-
-extended simple sentences. They are often one- or two-word sentences, which intrigues and interests
the reader. At the same time, cross-media editions show a tendency to use long titles in form of
extended simple or composite sentences including the main content of the article. Sometimes too
long headlines of publicistic materials can be an obstacle to remembering and understanding the
sense of further information.

Key words: title, grammatical structure, two-member sentence, one-member sentence, com-
pound sentence



